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Two of which were lately preached at the 
Merchant's Lecture, Pinners- Hall; and the ED XS 
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HE Hint given in the Title; concerning 
my Expulſion out of the Merchant's 


Lecture at Pinner - Hall may naturally excite a 


Deſire in the Readers to know more of this 


Matter; while a Regard for my on Repu- 
tation, and the Credit of the Goſpel I preach, 


indaces nie to give the DE ſuceinct Ac-" 


4 


The Commiittee af the Ledkire, bolus call 


| together upon ſpecial Affairs, met on Tueſday,” 


February 7. When, after ſome Debate about 
my Preaching and Principles, they came to the 


follow Reſolution, e That W. BI. 
« Mr. Mr. B. (the Treaſuret) Mr. 7 and Mr. G.. 
de a Deputation to wait on Mr. Pike and ac 


*« quaint him with the Diſſatisfaction of man 


« of the Subſcribers with his 1 in this? 
« Lecture. 7 | 


The Perſons thus deputed delivered FEY 


Meſfage the next Week in writing n 6 


A 2 


wy 


pat rk 
me —— lc me no In- 
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| YN os an 1 in the e Meſſage; 
5 IP Xt mean a Diſſatisfaction of the Sub- | 


er with my Manner of Preaching, 
my being at all a Preacher in that Lec- 


- 
Av 4A Et. 
5 


9 


though they could not aver that this 


- aftnally true in that - Senſe ; and I am ſtill in 
* Doubt, . Was the original Meaning of i its” - 


Ed 3 2 111 9 9% 7 Ty 
* Be” 3 ns that 1 had nothing to accuſe 
3 Nob to any Immorality.; neither did they 
5 attempt to dharge me with any Hereſy but 


. 8 = & Diſſatisfaction complained of, and re atedly 
8 ee this Qusſtion. Whether 1 Jad. 
5 a Ve, 3 changed my Pri rineiples, ſince 1 was choſ n. 


© © in the Lefture Which they dd in uch 


* p = L 4 Manner, a8 .evinced;- that . made it a 


© lng Bow ny own Mouth, upon which. they 


that every one of the were againſt 
© my. Continuance in the Lecture: but replied, 
as Our Lord did, on a much greater Occaſion ; 


them. that- 


h I could not 
think 


E 1 World why aſeeſt chan me 
* * beard m me.” However, though 


. 


8 4,» ay However, they explained in the latter 
* * . real Meaning of it, nor that it was 


” wanted me to aflign to them the Reaſon of the 


» principal: End of their coming, to gain ſome-. 


* found an Accuſation, I 1 declined giving 
a direct Auſwer to their Query ;, well knowing. 


. Aviii. 20, 21. e on to tbe 5 | 


Py ko << 
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it ptudent to fay any more then, U 
chere had been ſome impartial Witneſs 72 
paſſed ; I offered to have free Converſation wit 
them concerning my Principles at any proper H ? 
Time; but they diſcovered no Inclination MG. - 
cept the Overture. e een 


129 - , „ % - a3 F 
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At leng th it was let between us, to 
vent all Miſtakes; that I hould ſend an Anſwer 
in writing to the Committee before the next 
Tueſday, when they were to meet 5 to con- 
fider of this Affair. | 


on Monday, Peb. 20. I ſent ths loving 
Letter to the Treaſurer 8 ag en 
ee 7 


To the Contnairas of the Merchants Lan. L 
la oe DIES: 7 . Eb 15 


be GunTLaXEN, | 5 „ 


« I am truly ſorry to find, er an ory. 
e difſatigfied with my preaching in your 
*© ture ; being perfwaded, there is no Atera | 
* on in my Sentiments, that can de 4 juſt * 
** Foundation for the Diſſatisfaction, actotilthg. hd 
4 to the Truth of the glorious Goſpel, or the 
_ «© Dodrine, of the happy Reformation, or 3 
the Principles . e ts "I 
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Liberty fo to do: 
the Lord the Spirit may make it truly ac- 
| cep table and ſavingly ufeful. 155 


Feb. 20, 1764. 02 Sho vw 
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e can make the Truth effeQual, and that 
he is an almighty and ſovereign Agent; this 


£ *% 
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ET . is a prevailing Reaſon with me for proceed- 


4 in 


«Tr 


to preach, what I eſteem important 
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SAML Pike. 
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This Reply was comnrunicated Feb. 21. when 


inſtead of aiming to diſprove any Part of it, or 
| toying any Error to my Charge; they preſum- 
Rp that there was ſuch Alteration in my Senti- 
-* - -« ments as affected the Doctrines of the Lecture, 
And concluded: to ſummons the Subſcribers to 
determine the following Queſtion by Ballot, on 
Feb. 29. between the Hours of eleven and one. 


wi Whether it is your Opinion, that the Rev. 
2 Mr. Pike has ſo far changed his Sentiments 
* ſince his being choſen. to preach in this Lec- 


ture that he ſhould continue ofie of your 


« Lecturers or not ?” 
ge RI IRS os eta 2 4 CRY $9; Þ 


The . Summons was printed and ſent with 


the Treaſurer's Name and at the Bottom theſe 


Words, Continue Diſcontinued ; rea- 
dy prepared for the Ballot; thereby infinuating 
that the Matter was ſo fully determined by the 


Com- 


uth, as faithfully as I can, where I have - 
Kooks ahd praying, ' that” 


68 
( 


: Comminte, as to NT a previous "oy | 


| needleſs, , 


Upon learning Ys 1 was e th all 
the Subſcribers ould be acquainted with the 


Reply TI had ſent to the Committee; that 
je + might judge for himſelf; after be 
had ſeen how expreſſiy I had declared 


Doctrines of the Lecture. To this End I de- 
ſired a Friend to go to the Perſon that collects 


the Subſcriptions, for a Liſt of their Names: 


dut was anſwered, that he was forbidden to 
givea Coy of it, to 1 Perſon ana Account. pe: 


FE TI NE! ſoon * one of my Friends i in the | 


CS obtained' of the Trefurer a written 


Copy of their Names, but without the Places 1 85 


of their Abode. 80 finding it difficult to accom- 
pliſh my Deſire, I ſent the following LA @ 
the dN on 1 Feb. 25. 5 


dog. 


81. 


« A 1 has been put into 0 diby Hands, ; 


that my Sentiments did not oppoſe any of the 


i which Iunderſtand has been ſent to the Sup= 3 7 | 


*< porters of the Pinner i- Hai Lecture, to ſum- 
„% mons them next Wedneſday to ballot 
« upon a Queſtion, which ſuggeſts a general 


V Charge ainſt me, and which has neyer as 


r yet — aid before them. I apprehend this _ 
to all the Order of Society, 
and require, that they 


de con 


F* and therefore expect 


* | | cc "ou 


8 . Conſideration any Charge that can be laid a- 
| INST me, cer ſuch Ballot be taken.” 
ö N Pouts, &c.: J goikngol | » £49 © 


n y „ Ae 


in — 5 e cad | Fa Pins 
4 ru. 25. 19646 4 7 
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21 LF 8 8 Lon bib pon * 1899 Ven 1. | 
ebe nert Day a 3 to me, to int 
og Co renee eyy pwr 

_ refign; fince the Event would be the fame whe- 


ther I did or not, as I ſhould certainly be expel- 
led; and my doing it might prevent much 


5 who r ate ry ——_ me.” 
8 Upon conſidering; this Gheret — 1 
N 8 it would only tend 
co juſtify the numberleſs idle Stories and abſo- 
lute Falſities that were propagated concerning 
me; and particularly I could not but diſlike and 
5 deteſt ſuch Bribery : it being a kind of Sony, 
. and ſelling ſpiritual 1 And 
e =_ came to a Reſolution not to accept it. 
5 ina; do here ſolemnly declare, ye the Si it 
to my. Option, Ned to Bae e Sti- 
— on ye Liberty to. pre 
iberty to preach, without the $tips 10 thou 


"Enron FE Ws; Latter.” Fer this exon 


* 
* 74 v3 918. 05 Ar} 0 7 J. 


F ILB. 


— 98 * 7 
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7 5 Siren: brig 3 


* NS & 


>. 1 . 
6. ſhould: be. convened to ether, to * into 


f Noiſe: at the ſame Time he told me, that he 
uad been ſhetn a Liſt of Names — 


w 
—_— Mi. * = * 


V | | —_— - 


( ix E * 
1 ſay nothing about the temporal Loſs occaſioned 2 
by my Expulſion. 


The Day before the Balloting, there appear- 
ed, unexpected to me, an Advertiſement in the- 
Gazetteer and Ledger of that Day Feb. 28, de- 
fring a Meeting of the Subſcribers to the Lec- 

ture in the Evening at the King's- Head in the 

Poultry, to conſider of ſome late arbitrary Mea- 

ſures, tranſacted without the Conſent of the 
Subſcribers ; with ſeveral Queries offered to 


they Conſideration. 


Many of the Subſcribers met that Evenidg 
acconding to the Advertiſement ; when; as Iam - 
informed, my Friends ſtrenuouſly inſiſted that 

ſome Accuſation ſhould be brought againſt me 
and proved, e er there could be any Kind of 
Juſtice in proceeding to ballot about my Ex- 
2 ; while on the other Side there was on- 
y a Clamour that I had altered my Sentiments, 
without making out any one Article wherein it 


could appear. 


. The next Day. Feb. 29. at Riva: „Clock, 
juſt before they proceeded to the Ballot, 'one 
deſired to be heard; aſking what Mr. Pite was 
accuſed of, where the Accuſation Was, and 
where his Accuſers, &c. infiſting upon it as 
moſt. reaſonable, juſt and neceſſary, that ſome 
Charge ſhould be ſpecified, the ſame reduced to 
N n e e een 
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8 7 * ny 7 
Writing LS bis to Mr. Pike, ap 


Things ought in all ORs, "9 be done before 


related to his Expu | 15 pe 2 long and 
warm Debate; a Queſtion was put, that the 
Ballot be poſtponed Ine die; which was car- 


Tied upon a Diviſion in the Negative. The 


Subſcribers. then determined to proceed in the | 


Ballot. Which being taken, there appeared 


for my being diſcontinued eir Le 
*- While thoſe then preſent, _ that were, — 


ainſt this Proceeding, as utterly iniquitous, 
and refuſed to ballot ; but inſtead thereof 
ned their Names to a Proteſt, "needs the 


e Reaſons or their Refuſal. 


LIE 4 ry 3 we "conceive. that a . 
1 EE have no Power to form ſuch a Queſti- 
* on, and call the Society to ballot thereon ; 


« without the Conſent and Difection of the 1 


cc DOTY, previouſly had for that Purpoſe. Gs 


x 
— 


* 56 3 -we conceive that previous to 


« this Ballot a ,articular Accuſation, wherein 


* Mr. Pike h chang ed his Sentiments,ſhould 


1 have been made, 45 two or three Perſons 


at leaſt; and a Day ſhould have been given 
the ſame Accuſation before 


* the 


16 
Time for him to reply to it: 25 _y | 


- but one. Vote for my ane 1 and forty "an « 


Friends, to the Number of fixteen, exclaimed | 


r 


WW 

40 che Society: * according to the Apoſtle's - 
& Rule; Againſt an Elder, receive not an Ac 
10 cuſation, * before ry. or three Wit- 


45 neſſes, 


: 


« . we conceive 77 is . all 
61 as human and divine, to condemn” a” 


70 Man, unaccuſed and unheard ; and ill be- 


% comes Proteſtant Diſſenters to act or coun- . 


2 * tenance ſuch a Part.” 


In this . was I Kprere ty an Opfer. 
tunity of preaching the glorious Goſpel to my 
' Felow-Creatures, by the Ballot of only 4+ 
Perſons. out of an 145, who had a Right to 
Ballot. Among the remaining 101, ſeventeen. 
appeared for my Continuance, and the other 
84 did not come to appear pear againſt it. The 
whole conducted by a peculiar unprecedented 
Contrivance, to effect my Expulſion without 
my cver having been; condemned, heard, ot 
even accuſed, as to any one Article of Hereſy 


or Immorality: although ſome Accuſation pre- 3 


vious to the Ballot was required by me, called 


for, and demanded by Friends; and the ef- 
fecting it without ſuch Accuſation proteſted 


againſt by them, as contrary to all 9 * 


Law. 


quity an 


Neither is it to be 3 das" "0 thus 
* ata Time when I had entered vpn this 
- wht | a2 2 dub- 


N N 


89 
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Subject of ſaving Paith, had preached two of. 
___ the Sermons, 4 and promiſed” to the aa. þ 
SIS 1 other two in my next turns. 


5 Thus they have cut me off in the very ande 
©. fa Sub; ect, and prevented me from preaching 
what I had pr * for the Pulpit, rs to 


— 


clear the P oint I had d begun upon. | . 


This very ebene made me refolve up- 
on che Publication of theſe four Diſcourſes, = 


"As theſe Proceedings were in their own Na- 
- ture utterly illicit, and Thad a ſtrong Deſire to 
es the Body of the Subſcribers, in order to 
lay the Matter cloſe to their Conſciences we” 
to diſcharge my own : The next Step I took 
was to compoſe a brief Account of my Faith: 
- which was ſent to as many of the Subſcribers 
_ a8 the Lift 1 had would allow ; for e petfect | 
2 a regular one was not to be obtained: and out 
73 of the Number "14s e e to 


N * 'S 
"The 3 was a8 s follows. 


1 Tos be Gentlemen that  fupport the Merchants 
| C Lune of SEE) s- Hall. W 
Irs, 13 

„% Many ' Confideratins induce. me to 
« jay before you at this Juncture, a plain 
„ « and brief Account of my Faith ; I intreat 
= | ce therefore you would your with me wh A 


CE N 


am fully NOR of the Doctrines 
44 of the ever. bleſſed Trinity, the true Di- 
vinity and Humanity in the Perſon of 
«« Chriſt, | the Perfection and Vicariouſneſs 
« of his Righteouſneſs and Atonement as a 
« Subſtitute for Sinners: the Doctrines of 
« particular Election and particular Redemp- 
7 tion; of original Sin imputed,” and the 
« univerſal Corruption of Human Nature 
e the entire Neceſſity, the abſolute So 
« reignty and uncontrollable Efficacy ef the 
« holy Spirit's Work in the 'Converfion 
« of à. Sinner. ; together with the Doctrine 
= «of the Saints Perſeverance.----Theſe vi- 
« *« loable and important Truths I believe and 
* maintain 1 am more and more con- 
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RE S, 24 we 
4 # firmedin. them, by what I have OY 
5 „ mention * ac su i ei ier 


* 1 habe been reaoning out of. the brine: 
<< tures opening and alledging, that we are 
4 to have a ou, Hope of Pardon and Ac- 
« ceptance before God from the compleat 
Redemption of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, | 
. merely as it is held forth in the Gospel 
ot freely for. Sinners: that this is the true 
1 Dome of. God wherein Believers , ſtand, 
aid is the only Hope. beld forth for a a 
Sinner and the only Ground or Reaſon 8 c 
$ 


of Hope to one that believes the true 
Gospel: That this is the very Center wlll 
8 Marrow of that Goſpel, by which the nu 
BE. 2 „ Spicit fects our Illumination, Regeneration, 


ER” e ganctißcation and Conſolation. This Truth 
| I Fe. SM 'Lapprebend forms the moſt 0 W 
11 . wal Neonemianiim... ere 


5 5 . ie bel has” 8 but 4 5 1 
= *pradtieal,. conſcientious; continued Obe N 
e che Will of Ohriſt, out 1 f 


dos de bis Name; is any Proof that our. | « 
Faith is true, or that we 98 an Inte- _ 
Þ 8 = 2 him. I further am perſuaded that _ 20 


* whereſoover the true Faith of che Goſpel 40 
nden effeR,. it produces real and va- cc 
rious. Experiences in the Soul ; but that. | ec 


WEE are * evidential of & b 


„ £1] | 


„ Intereſt, any farther than as they are con- 


e nected with and terminate in a conſcientious 
ie Obedience to the Law of Chriſt. This e- 
ge vidently forms the moſt. e ode to 


## tory Antimomian ym.” > 


* The Ale g debe cxpeetipes more, brief- 
Jy thus. The Name: of Chriſt is our only 


% Hope, the Will, of Chriſt our ny Rule; 


while our following this Rule from Love 
to Chriſt is the only Evidence of Intereſt. 
only; on pufpoſe to exclude in the 
% moſt explicit Manner every other Ground 
f Hope, Rule of Conduct and Evidence 

of Intereſt.Theſe Things I eſteem the 
« firſt Principles of the Doctrine of Chriſt; 
and — 3 the Influence of the | 


e divine Spirit, to preach them with all 


c Plainneſs qu Paithfulnef, een, 1 


* he 1 90 * 


415 Thus 1555 1 ber before you my Priac⸗ 


& ples in the moſt ſummary and perſpicuous 
2 I can: But if after this open Proſeſſi- 


3 «| on of my Faith and Hope, you ſhould re- 
„ ſolve finally to exclude me; I ſhall con- 
* tentedly reſigu my Character and Circum- 


« ſtances into the Hands of a gracious God; 
« « Jeaving this faithful a WG fer 
bx. NGF pow 3 | 
N Save Pig 
AffornaShuare,.” 
1 2 12, 1704: 


Te, | 
' 9 0 We Us 
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X 4 - 4. 
This W Ay bis 


” 
1 + £2 * * #2 £ " * 
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. was ſent to 


1 Subſcribers a Day of two'before they met 


"to fill uß the Vacadcy's' * ane 
rn. . ; br ET 


At this Time er the” Ballot, March 14, my 


 Fiivhds, continued their Proteſt, inſiſting upon 
the Injuſtice-of the former Proceedings; but 
this es being regarded, they then urged 
- that the Minds ſubjoined to it ſhGuld be con- 


"Wherefore they proceeded to bal- 
with the reſt. At the Cloſe it ap- 
rity of Votes 


= 
red. Ok there was a Majo 
"Another Perſon: 
2 without havink been regularly 
"age with "oy ene, or 3 in a angle 


. = 


he a may now be defirous to hs 


— "a" was ee Ground of al this . | 


fiction. 22 
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| " New Faith i is the Subſtance of Things boped for for,” 
14. Evidence of Things not ſeem, N 


HERE is ſcarce any Subjec in Divi © * 
nity that is of greater Moment, or calls 
for a more cloſe Attention and S 
than the Nature, Object and Fvidences 
FS of ſaving Faith > and yet there is no Subject about 
: which Profeſſors have been more dila and pers - 


I plexed. What makes this the more remarkable is, that 
there n read of; 
| 1 22 82 * 5 9 


is not mentioned, 
of the Mind which 


Page in all the doctrinal —— Parts of the 
Brbfe, wherein Fair | 


or ſome. of thoſe workin 


neceſſarily and immediately arife from it. As ther- 
fore it is a Point, of ſo great Concern, and as I have 
balls it this ; bear With 


"theſe Words (Now Faith is, &c.) as they contain 


11 
13 Diſcourſes upon it; taking for my Text 


21. rated throughout the Chapter: a great 
Number laſtances being adduced the antient 


Worthies of the Nature and Effects thereof, 


«.-4 i 


10 the Text irfelf oy expreſity two Things 
mentioned concerning ir. x, The OHen or Matter 
* Mp 8 7 Faith: Things hoped for, and Things not ſeen. 
2. The Natzreand — of it : © being the 8b. 
Hs of Things pops bs 5e and, the Evidence of 
2 gs not ſeen. ould conſider diſtihct- 
y, comparing, them wi we illuſtrating them 
the ee te both, a8 donne in — 
merous other I. have. collected together 
© for this End: and then in order to bring the 
e, 19 RE "1% Un, ; would ex- 
amine into 
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129 5 to ſome future | 
Aa ne to Things paſtor ' 
„ in both Caſes Faith anch itt, direck 
0 Seb.. we) take a” Sutvey bf the 


[PRE 


Deſcription of faving Faith ; which is 


6, | Evidence and” Proofs 


{ thence! What" 8 e 


expou 
© Seed, he declares that the Seed is the Word of Gold. 
Lube viii 11. And when the Apoſtle defcribes the 


15 Lu indicates, that the preaching er, — 


Arn Fain, © 3 
preſely ſaid to be the Matter of Faith; we all 
ad © co Lein geen N, Ward of Gat the Cofiet 
of - Chrift; with the - gracious and-glorious T 
revealed and teſtified therein. Thus, when C 
is nding the Parable of the Sower and his 


faving Faith of the Theſſalonians, he fays 1 7. oy 
ir 3. When ye received the Word of God, 
ye heard of us; ye received it not as the Word of 
Men, bot (as it is in Truth) che Werd of God, 
which effectually worketh in your. believing it. 
Hence. we learn, that the proper Matter of true 
Faith is not any ſudden Impreſſions, not any en- 


2 Revelations; not any oral Traditions; 


not the Sentiments or Aﬀertions of any Man 6r 
for of Mens: nor any Opinion oo IO 
. ſelves : but merely the Word of God, and only” @s 
fuch.—— There are ſeveral Paſſages of Scripture, 
which mention, the or its Report, | as the 
* Matter of Faith, Iſai. Ri. 1. with Rem. 

16. Lord, who hath: believed our Report. Mart 
* 16. Repent ye and believe (hat ?) the Goſpel. 
Mark xvi. 15. 16. G0, the Goſpel to ever 
Creature; he that believerh and is baptized ſh 
de ſaved; but he that believeth © not, f. 
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4 — * poſtles) x 
pe 


3 peter ſpeaking of 15 Commiſ- 

_ lays, Acts xv. 7. God made choice among 
— the Gentiles by my Mouth ſhould hear 

te Ward 'of the Goſpel and believe ; Which Ten 


ord of the Goſpel 
Paid» un x the Goh ic ff V My bidet be 6 
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3 es, and ithe Way in which it takes Effect is, 
3 y. its. being believed: for Rom. i. 16. the Goſpel 
5 ir —.— God to che Salvation of every one that 
i Where it is not accompanied with the 
"Living. Eficaty, it muſt be ſaid, as in 2 Cor. iv, 
, 4. If our Goſpel be hid, it is hid to them 
That are loſt; in whom the God of this World 


175 Byt where it is made effectual, it is ſaid, The. 
i. 5, 7. Our Goſpel; came unto you not in 


a in much Aſſurance 3. ſo that ye were Exam- 
«ples to all that Believe, vir. our Goſpel. And 
«AS this Goſpel was contained in and proved by the 
; * 0 Faith, Joby v. 46, 47. If ye had believed "Moſes, 
de if ye believe, not his. Writings, how ſhall ye be- 


WY efieve. my. Words? + Ads xxviii. 23. 4. Pau! 


e J and teſtified to the Jeus, the Kingdom 
4 71 zof: God; perſwading them -epncerning:; Jeſus; both 


> gut of ide Law e Nea, and. out of the 3 | 
and ſome believed the Things that were ſ. „and 


dome becieved not. Ibe Reader may lo. — the 
— ting Fg which have the ſame Import, Jobn 
N „a Acts vill. 12. KRM. H That which is 
2 © before us to be believed is likewiſe called em- 
©": Fol the Truth, 2 Theſſ. ii. 0 Where we 
0 d 0 enn eee Meg read 
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did not believe th 


and milapplied them. 
be ſaid not to believe the 


ie Narva and Evipences: © - 


hath blinded. the Minds of them that believe not. 


hut alſo in Power, and in the Holy — 


.Wruings'! of Maſes and the Pruphris, therefore 
-theſe gte likewiſe mentioned in the ſame Relation 


2 e would have believed me, for he wrote of me; 


| profeſs it, pond 
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read of the Sanctification of the Spirit and Belief of 


"the: Truth. And the Faith, of the Ephe/an. Chriſtians 


is thus. deſcribed, Ephb, d. 13. that they hoped. in 
Chriſt, after they had heard the Word o Truth, the 


-. Goſpel of their Salvation. Thus the Chriſtian 
Faith or Cteed is REI in the W W 


Terms. 
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. tioned in Scripture, we ſhalb find them all compriz- 
. ed- under the two Heads contained in the Text, 
Things hoped for and Things unſeen. But I ſhall 
take the Liberty, 


for Diſtinction ſake; to rank 


them under three Heads, 1. Paſt Facts; 2. Pre- | 


ſent and Perpetual Truths; 3. Future Bleſſings, or 
for: and Mall. confine myſelf chiefly 


Things h 
to thoſe Fact 
nn e with Faith ar behering, 


: ny 2 Kae 241.48 *; 4 j 
b The pa: Fals to be . dne the” 
Seriptutes mention under that. Denomination, are 


ſuch as theſe. That the Worlds were created By 
the Word of God, Heb. xi, 3. that Jeſus: Was 


the true promiſed Meſſiah, John xi. 42: xvi. 23, 


8 Were. I to aim under this Head, preciſely to 
between the Matter, the Oßjedb, the Medium, the my 
Cauſe Cage o Author of Faith ; 1 would fay : That Chriſt himſe 


ea of Faith; - the Truth, or Gospel of Chriſt is the 


nd Faith, we divine Evidence of the Truth is the Ground 
of Fai 4 Declaration and hearing the Truth is he Medium of 


the Fai and the Spirit of TON e Author of Faith. 
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30: wit. 21, that he came in the Fleſh, 1 Ihn 
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= Seriptures ; and that he roſe from the Dead for our 
„Juſtißcation. John xx. 8, 9, 25, 27. Acts xvii 3, 
4. Rom. iv. 24, 25: „ e 
1 ber iv. 4. | | *. 


. 1 ates bo bg 
are ſuch as relate, either to God in general, or to 
Tejas Chriſt, or to the boly Spirit. 3 
o we are to believe, "that be is, is, and is the Re- 
* them — 8 ntly ſeek him, Eleb. xi. 
6. that he Men liberally and up- 
braideth not, — 5, 6. 2 eee 


me Rom. iv. 5. 10 


. eee Tu Ord we ue expel called up 
to believe, chat he is the Cbriſt or d Meſ- 
> 2m v. 1. that he is the Son of God, 
L 1. that he is in the Father and 
ohn x. 38: xvi. 10, 11. that 
unto us the Forgiveneſs of 
38, 39. that be is ſet a light to the 
be for Salvation unto the Ends of the 
Xlil. 47, 48. that God hath given 
Life, and that this Life is in his 
hu v. 10, 11. That God is in. Chriſt 
og * World to himſelf, and not im- 
PE Sn unto: them, &c. 2 Cor. v. 
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_ Faith which are joined with believing: but doubtleſs 


and include the whole of what the 
the Love of God, the. 
iſt, the Promiſe and 
To all which ve muſt add 
ruth, that there is Salvation in 


they ſuppoſe 
Seriptures declare concernin 
Grace — Lord 
as an univerſal 


under Heaven given 

n Acts iv. 12. 
| r Beſs or Thige be 

—— expreſsly 

are of two Sorts : either thoſe 


At b NN 


boped for, which. 
of Faith, 

were hoped 
Saints, which referred. 
principally to the , Coming of Chriſt; or ſuch 
IAG tits no 
ly wares Soren accom. | by 


As to the frf. When God ey the 23 
to ' Abraham his Seed, we are tald. 
that he believed God, and it was accounted to him 
for Ri ſneſs, Gen. xvi. 5, 6. which Fain 
of his is deſcribed, 2 and iltuſtrated-- 
throughout the — wn Romans. And 
we have a Account Things W 
for, or believingly expected, by the antient Wor- 
thies, in this very Chapter, Heb. xi. where their 


Names are mentioned and their Faith deſcribed ia . 
various Inſtances and Particulars z upon Which 1 
might enlarge diſtinctly and abundantly. 
pr deſign being * 

_y I r o 


But our 
to give brief ſeriptural 


kes wbile-they 


fir Salvation. But foraſ 
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The Things hoped for by new 7 eftament Beliey- 
. ers,” who ſee the Promiſes fulfilled which were 


forward to the ſecond Coming of Chriſt, who 


is ordained of God to be the Judge of quick 


and Dead, Acts x. 42. Accotdingly! Believers of 


tze Goſpel are ſaid to be begotten” again unto 2 
_ lively. Hope 


by: the Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt from 
the dead, to an Inheritance, &c. 1 Pet. i. 3-5. 
and therefore they lock for him who vill eomea ſecond 
Time without Sin unto Salvation, Heb. ix. 28. They 
are looking for that bleſſed Hope, even the — 4 
ance" of the Glory of the great God, even 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, Tit. ii. 134 and logking for t 
Mercy 
| Jade » 24. In this Faith and Hope they caſt aſide 
all Diſtinctions between nd Bite and the 


cy. We believe (ſays Puter) that —＋ the Grace 
of the Lord Feſus 2 we ſhall be ſaved even as 
they, A xv. ri They likewiſe — that their 
Salvation hall be compleated at and by tbe Re- 


federal Heddibip, 1 Theſſ:»iv. 14. For if we 
believe bat Jeſus died cad roſe again; even 


255 N J 10 Nr prog go e rr 5 
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2% Thus have Licolleced Werther —— i before 
you a ſummary Account of the Faith onee delivered 
10 the Saints, ſtated in its primitive Simplicity, 
? the general Subſtance of e is to be believed 

Numbers 

Truths whoſe: Prin- 


profeſſediy believe all theſe 
ciples and Practices do yet demonſtrate that they 


Fo MEE © 4 


— | | | „ 


made unto the Fathers. We are directed to look 


of our Bord Jeſus Chriſt unto eternal Life, . . 


furrection from the Dead, by. Vittue of Chritt's | 


— 


wv 


»- of Saving Fair. e = 9 
2. The Nature and Eſſence of Faith. And; ſurely, 


this may be learned from the very Meaning of 
the Word, as it is uſed in common Language. The 


Word gccurs frequently. in holy Scripture, and we 
cannot ſuppoſe chat it ſhould be uſed there in a dif- 
ferent Senſe from what it is every where elſe. Should 
we once allow this; the Language of Scripture would 
be attended with the greateſt, Uncertainty, and an 


Examination into its Meaning in one of the plain- 


eſt Words, and on a Subject of the utmoſt Concern, 
would be attended with the utmoſt Perplexity. The 
Bible would not be fit for the Uſe of 2 common 
Reader; he would be abſolutely miſled by it: For 


4 SA a> + SS 23 


as every one knows what is the Meaning of the 


' Word Faith; he would neceſſarily take it in the 
ſame general Meaning as he himſelf uſed to under- 


ſtand it. Tis a Word that has no doubtful Signifi- 
cation: It always means believing, or being per- 


| ſuaded of a Thing, or being convinced of the Truth 
af any Doctrine or Fact, teſtified or 2 Ves 
and the Scripture itſelf does moſt manifeſt 


ly ſuppole, 
that this Term is to be underſtood in the ſame Senſe, 


both in temporal and ſpiritual Caſes. 1 John v. 
9. If we receive the Witneſs or Teſtimony of Man; 


the Teſtimony of God is greater. This receiys 
ing a Teſtimony as true, whether it be Human or 
Divine, is the very Nature of Believing: And is ſo 


explained in the next Verſe: He that believeth on the 
Son of God, hath the #itneſs, in himſelf, It ſhould be 


rendered throughout this Paragraph: Tefimony. or 
Record: He hath the divine Teſtimony or Record in 
himſelf, in his own Mind, or Conſcience. He that be- 


1 


lieveth not God, that does not credit what. he teſtifies 


— 


hath made him a Liar; becauſe he believeth not the Re- 


5 [Teſtimony chat God hath given of his Som 
Cal any Thing be n from hence, dauere 
4 f 2-6 there 


" 4: — 


15 to The Nirozr ond EviDences 
there. is no Difference between believing any com 


$ -mon Teſtimony, and believing the Teſtimony of 
I the Goſpel ? Except it be that the latter Teſtimony 


, ater than the former, containing Things of 
greater Importance, and coming to the Mind 

5 57 an bigher Evidence, and ſo With the greater 
ficacy. Yea, as to the very Nature -of Believing 
#felf, it is the ſame, whether what is believed be a 
Truth or a Lye; as a 
God ' ſhall ſend them ftrong Deluſion, that -Y 
ſhould believe a Lye, that hey wh all be damn 


| & who 5 believed not the 7 ruib. 


"To iluſtrate a Gem es anker 46 us turn 


5 60 our Text, which is an exact Definition of Faitb. 
| Now Faith is the Subſtance or Subfiſtence of Things 


for; and the Evidence or Conviftion of Things 


not ſeen. "Tis the Such ence of Things hoped for; 
decauſe in believiog, theſe” Things have a Subſiſ- 
tence, or a kind of Reality in the Mind, ſo as to 
have the ſame Effect upon the Conſcience, Affec- 
ons, and Conduct, as if the Things were preſent to 
the View; ſo the Things hoped for do, in and by 


believing,” become the Reaſon and Support of our 
Hope; inſomuch, that what is to any Perſon's Mind 


2 5 * Ground and Support. of n that! is _ aith, 


Again, Faith i is called honey the Betdency or Con- 


25 9 of Things not ſeen; ſo that theſe inviſible 


Ĩubings are realized in the Thoughts, and evident 


589 Truth 


to the Mind, as if they were actually ſeen; and ac- 
| Grdingly” make the Te . n 


4 


pon the whole, we mut lay eee Per. 
_ + fon believes, or is convinced in his Mind of the 


Truth of any Teſtimony, he therein and dener 
ä — of a * and thus 


rs 2 Theſ. ii. II, 12. 


+» i a as — a * _ FE” tn. 
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„ we ſhall have a juſt Definition of Faith, if 


| h Spirit.“ | 


of ſaving Faith, we may ſay, That to believe the 85 * 


able, free and allſufficient Saviour for poor pet ih: * 


* „ 0 1 u f 7 8 
” 1 4 * : i 
*< * & ft ** 4 i be " 2 4 ' 

- . " * 


of Savine Fairs. . 1 1x. 


"Truth 8 his Faith, and the whole Effcacy 
of that Faith is agreeable to the Nature and Impor- 


tance of the Things teſtified and believed. And 


as the Holy Spirit of God is the Spirit of 7. ruth, 
ir is he that makes the Truth ffeGtual by cauſing, 


it to be underſtood in its true Meaning, to be be- 4 


lieved upon its proper divine Evidence, and to, 


1 regarded e to its Goodneſs, Value and 


portance. Thus, by the Spirit of Truth, the 
3 are ſet in Motion according to the Nature 
of the Truth believed, or, as the Sentiment conveyed 
into the Mind and Conſcience "affords. Matter of 
Hope or Fear, of Joy or Grief; and it is in this Way 
that a Perſon's Diſpoſition agd Courſe of Conduct 
is altered or regulated. _.... 


The Definition which Catein, that valuable. Re- 


former, gives apt ſaving Faith, is in my Opinion, 
very clear 2 rad, when he writes thus. Now 


« we ſay, That it is a firm and certain Know- 
« ledge (or Perſwaſion) df the good Will of God: 
towards us, which. being founded upon the Truth, 
« of the free Promiſe in Chriſt ; is revealed to # 
« our Minds and ng: to our Hearts by the Hp 


ma 


Taking to W both the Matter and Nature, 


Goſpel, or to believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt, is to 
be perſwaded in our Minds, that there is Salvation N 
in none but Chriſt, and that he has obtained eter- 7 
nal Redemption; and ſo is a moſt neceſſary, ſuit⸗ 


| . See Calvin' $ Inftitutions, Book 34, ch. 2d, my 1 2 F | 


. 
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The Navhily: and Denbe Es. | 
Sinners. The Mind is enlightened into the true 
ning of this bleſſed Teſtimony, is perſwad- 
"of its Truth and Suitableneſs, and made ap- 
e 5 its intereſting Nature agd infinite Im- 
portance 81 Agency of the bleſſed Spirit, 
throy ike |: ſo that a Perſon,” thus per- 
Mace, receives the whole Rea ſon of his Hope, 

and the whole Grounũ of his Encouragement, not from 
what he thinks about himſelf, but from what 71 


finds teſtified it in * divine TOR | 10 a 


Moreover, it is quite ce to obſerve,” for che 
Frevention of "Miſtakes; that when à Perſon's 
Mind is ſtruck with the Light and Evidence of the 
divine Truth; his Thoughts are not at all occupied 
about the Nature of Faith, or even about che Work- 
ings and Motions of his On Mind: any more than we 
ae engaged in examining into the Nature of Light 
nd Viſion, atuhe Time that we are gazing with Plea- 
eite, Attention, or Surprize, at any Object. But 
1 what he is thinking about or contemplating upon 
t che Nature, Evidence, Suitableneſs and Importance 

of what” is teſtified in the divine Word concerning 
* Felus Chrift, as a free and compleat Saviour for Sin- 
This is chat affects his Mind, impreſſes his 
Soul. pacifies His Conſcience, encourages his Hope, 
melts him into "godly Sorrow and Repentance, at- 
pads his Love, anc lends him to COERCE; 
54} - 


07 Should any one then, with a Kind of eau Soll- 
dtude, inquire concerning the Nature and Actings 
=. ob faving. aith, and delire to have the moſt pre- 
33 eife and exact Definition of it laid before him; there 
would be ſome Reaſon to ſuſpect, leſt after the 
niceſf Deſcription. that could poſſibly be given of 

„ would miſs Ng the very 1 15 al Jos 


on it. For ** is not unlikely — his Mind wou 
be 


F Saving FAITH. 13 
be reaſoning thus. If I can but find upon Ex- 
amination that 1 have this Faith wrought in my 
Heart, then I ſhall have Reaſon to Hope and 
take Comfort; But if I cannot find it, then my 
Hopes muſt ſink, and I ſhall have ſufficient Reaſon 
to be diſtreſſed and diſcouraged.” Now it is plain, 
that in this very turn of Thought, his Mind is 
drawn aſide from the Truth teſtified in the gracious 
Word, to fetch his Comfort from the View he 
has of the Workings and Feelings of his own 
Soul; inſtead of receiving it from the divine Teſti- 
mony itſelf, which is ſet forth for the only 
Ground of Encouragement, A Perſon acting thus 
in ſpiritual Affairs is ſimilar to one, who being told 
ſome i ant good News concerning himſelf or 
Family, Hould be curious to enquire whether the 
_ Motions'and: Feelings of his own Mind were right, 
inſtead of giving Ear to the glad Tidings them- 
ſelves, and being encouraged and. influenced by 
them. If then a Perſon's Attention for the Eaſe f 
his Mind and Conſcience is drawn to the Experiences 
of his own Heart, inſtead of Mang relieved and 
encouraged by the free Grace revealed in the Goſpel, 
it may then be ſaid, that though he accounts him- 
ſelf to believe the Truth concerning Chriſt, yet 
be has only ſomething like the Truth imprinted 
upon his Imagination in a deluſive Way; and as his 
Soul is not drawn. to it, and by it, it has not really 
taken Poſſeſſion of his Heart and Conſcience _ . 


Further, it muſt be obſerved concerning the Faith - 
of God's People, that the Truth believed is of ſuch 
a Nature, that whereſoever it comes clear and 
Fe * What is ſaid above is not at all intended to {et ande the Uſe 
of Marks and Evidences of Faith; nor to diſcourage Self-ex- 

amination: for we ſhall find Occaſion for much of this Na- 

ture in what follows. Rath BF 1 * 


— 


3 be Narusa ard'Evipences 
pure to 4 perſon's Mind, it cannot but intereſt is 
Concern? and his Conſcience in what is teſtified, and 
ſo it Becomes/a governing Principle to his Conduct. 
If the Goſpel ruth were of a merely ſpeculative 
Nature, à Perſon might believe it without being 
much affected; it would then be only a matter of 
Amuſement to him: But whoever conceives it in this 
Light; or dares trifle with it, plainly proves that he 
does not underſtand or believe it: for, on the contra - 
t ii is a Truth that has an immediate Relation to our 
everlaſting All, containing the only true Relief to a 
guilty Conſtience and the only Reaſon of Hope and 
Tonſidenee towards God. Therefore no Perſon can be 
aid tobeſieve it aceording as it is teſtified, unleſs his very 
Soul be engaged in what he believes and profeſſes: if 
his Mind is indifferent about it, and his Conduct not 
regulated by it: it is plain, he has no Belief of it in his 


Heart, however ready he may be to profeſs it with his 


5 Ups, or fond to aver that he is a be lie ver; and however 
5 . offerided, * 1 mes or Faith” oy - 4-05 e 


80 "_ lying Faith i is Weben more nor leſs chan 


25 | hs Belief of the Truth wherein à Perſon has noth- 


| wg to relieve, comfort or incourage his Mind be- 
fore God, bot the Goſpel | Teſtimony concerning 
the-allfufficient,' free Saviour: and this Relief there- 
fote comes 10 his Conſcience no other Way, than by 
convinced or perſwaded of the Truth. In 


5 5 this Way; the Goſpel becomes the Power of God to 
Salvation: for being ſeen with divine Evidence in 


its glorious Freedom and great Importance it be- 
comes our Faith, and ſo becomes the Ground of our 


Hope, and the Principle and Spring of our Aﬀec- 


tions and. Actions. And ſurel yo if 3 Perſon really 


1 * : believes that Chr"T'is the allſu cient, . free and only 


Saviour ; this muſt, oblige; and incourage him to 
truſt on Chriſt, conſtrain him to love Chtiſt, and 


- make him ready to obey Chriſt. - - Having 
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* — deſcribed ao Natter and Pac 
of Faith,” J would conclude. this Diſcouge 1 has 
a ite plain Remarks. 1 3 0 . 


5 1 The Chriſtian F aith is in itſelf NY and file 
The Doctrines we have collected together are 
ſuch as are moſt evident, yea, and generally profeſſed 
contained in ſhort Summaries and in a few very in- 
relligible Words. That Jeſus is the Chriſt, that 
there is Salvation in his Name, and in that only, 
&c. This clearly evinces the beautiful Simplicity of 
the antient Goſpel, and makes it appear fitted to the 
Capacities of the moſt weak and ignorant; however it 
may. be * from the wiſe and . And 


2 ns | 


2. This b aith i is _ glorious and 1 


If we make light of theſe Truths, and look upon 


them as defective and inſufficient to anſwer the 
oſed Ends thereof; tis becauſe we perceive 
not the Glory and Value of them. For theſe Doc- 


trines do in a Manner contain all the comforti 


quickening and eſtabliſhing Truths of the Word, 


and are in the cloſeſt Connection with all our Hope 

of Salvation. I might here proceed to ſhew how. 
the Facts, Truths and | Promiſes already ſpecified. 
contain in them à true Diſplay uf the "Glory and 


Love of the eternal Father; of the Grace, Righte- 
ouſneſs, Atonement and Interceſſion of Jeſus Chi 
the eternal Son; which are revealed to the Mind 
effectually by the eternal Spirit, whoſe Office it is 
to take of the Things of Chriſt and ſnew them 


to our Souls, that we may know the Things that 


are freely given us of God. I might ſhew how 
this Faith — het the guil depraved, help- 
leſs * of Mankind ;. that 1 it furniſhes us with an 


n | im- 5 
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imm edjate Ground of Hope from the firſt coming 


Coun 
; 38. 33 ou 
, A+ 


u or dirty dechire" che een Tatereſt” of 


- ſer beſore us in the Wörch to 
F 91 muſt be true in itſelf, "whether we believe it or 


eh beben . And tive chere is uche loſe Con- 


F ks Ft E 


* 


of Chit, and a moſt glorious Matter for our Hope 
"as the ſecond coming of Chriſt: that it diſcovers 


to us the Sinfulneſs of Sin, the Vanity of the Cree- 


ture, the Sovereignty of God, the Nature and 
_ Glory of the heavenly State: how it points out to 
us the Way of our Duty, the Principle of Obedi- 
ence, and the Conſolation accompanying it; with 
man other” Particulars, And indeed the whole Bi- 
bie appears to be written chiefly with this View to 
explain; enforce and tHuftrate this F a with- we 
e and Duties tefuking chene 
3. This Fan is e en m ber ens 
* ſuch general Truths as bear the ſame imme- 
diate Apel to one Sinner as: to another, treating us 
all as an a Level, while they are the moſt important 
Aae intereſting to us all. To be told and perſwaded 
thar God' is Feel gracious; that he gave his Son to 
die for Sin, and do fave the chief of Sinners; that 
be is the Chiiſt, is rifed from the dead, that God ia 
Well pleaſed in bim and che Mice, are Truths of ge. 
metal oncern; and the Belief of them has nothing 
K perſonal Afforance of ſpeciat Intereſt, It bas 
bees a Queſtion much titigared, and which! has oc- 
. fone much Perplexity; 9/2. Whether fuch Af. 
Pace be in the Nature of Faith? One would. 


White chat a direct ſelfevidencing Anfwer oe be 
dien do the Queſtion at once, only by aſking 


ther Queſtion. Is ſuch” an Are drain in in 
tlie Faith? or does the Gofpel any where immediate- 


For what is 
be believed for Salvati- 


a Perſons. now living? 8 


o; and muſt be true of all choſe who are required 
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| "FIG add! muſt be futh an trad Correſſ 


Chriſt was ſet for a 


Lord. Acts xii. 48. Neither is there any Nees 
fity for ſuch Aſſurance in Order to be a Ground a” + 
"F Has z and whenſoever any make it neceſſary thereto, -.. 8 
and accordingly receive the chief Support of their 
Minds from thence, they are reſting their Souls upoù 


of Saviic Pare. 


pad 
between Faith and the Truſb; nothing ca 
poſed to be included in the Porſwaſtoii 6 of Faith monk 


than what is contained in the Truth Beſides the 


Seriptures mention, and inſiſt upon many Particulars 
as neceſſary to prove our particular Interek, all which 


are declared to be the Fruit and Effecte of Faith. N 
then faving Faith be in the Mind 


ions to a 
of theſe neceſſary Proofs of fpeciat Intereſt, ho 


it be conceived that Faith itſelf ſhould contain a di- 


rect Perſwaſion of car Are And * * 
b d, 1975208 
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The Tidings deve wogenly'i in che Goſpel afe 


' declared to be a ſufficient Stay for our Souls, and a 


ſufficient Ground for our Conſolation. Whenſoever 8 


theſe Truths were believed; we are tolo in the C 
Hiſtory, they convey*d Peace and Pleaſure, * Hope 


and Comfort. Fhus, when the Gentiles heat, hat 

t to them, that he Would — 
be for Salvation unto the Ends of the "Barth whe? 1 

not one of them 2 hereby told of any ſpecial ine wi 


_ tereſt; yet they, u 


perſwaded of this 


ral: Truth, were g x6, and glorified'the Word of tl 


what the Scripture does not aſſure them of, and 


conſequently may be deceived therein; as it is evi- 


dent Multitudes have been. But ſurely there is e- 
nough to'eaſe the Mind, pacify the Conſcience and 
free it from terrifying Fear, in being told, and being 


- ey A Cans that Jeſus i is an allſufficient wo. 
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entirely * Saviour for:loſt Sinners. "This as 

Faith which the Apoſtles profeſſed. with —_ 
—_ -and. preached with ſo much 3 
Which they: were ſo much delighted with, as to ac- 
unt all Things but lots for the Excellency. af it: 
Wl which widely ſuppoles that ghere is a ſuffcient 


4 * 


. TheChriſtian Faith is ſaving, « or certainly con- 
with Salvation. However it may be thought 


A a believe it, ho are never ſaved. 4 Th, the 
re Warrants us to aver the contrary; to 


5 2 Perſon believes it in its true 
.Medping mportance, but what is ſaved by 
i That gone may be tempted to doubt of this, I will 

: - here lay forth the Paſſages io the ſeripenral Halen 


ee e. i eee . 6 
: dvi. 16. 16. Go. preach the Goſpel - 
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received and wherein ye ſtand: by whi 


cotmeth the World, but ue that believed | 
Abbe Son N | 1 


x John v. 10, 11. ke that e the 7 
Record, that God hath 


of Savin FAITR. „„ 5 


„. 10. N Ant. the Heart Man FEORINE 
Rig lnb, and with the Mouth Confeſſion! 


made to Salvation. N PATON 5 
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ict. xv. 1, 2. e Ge vou the Guſpe! 
A, preached unto yo which 1970 0 ye * 


are ſaved, if ye hold faſt what I have breathed we 
to you; unleſs * have beljeved in vain,” 1 


1 John . A. Neri Abe ye che Nr of Gut: 


every Spirit that confeſſetb Lage aaa come in * 


be 3 1 
% Jchd 8 1j. Wbotberer ſhall confeſs 1 
70 the Sen vous God dens: in (Bir apes 


ty Fe 2 
R 
* 


* Au geil 1 


1 John v. 1.  Whoſgever believers war To th 
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V. 4, 5 4. Whithibves: is born of Gul 6 
thi World: and this is the Victory chat 
the World, even our Faith. Who f is he that © 


wah bath the Record in himſelf :* and this 18 
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But if any mould 3 EL from 
ance, : that. he. ſhall certainly be ſaved, becauſe he 
as.no.dqubt but he 3 the Goſpel „at the 
ITzme diſcovering tue contrary, in his Temper 
Fracbce; we hape warrant, to affirm without 
eſitation, as in 1 John ii, 4. He that ſayeth I know 
him, and keepeth not his Commandments, is a Har, 
Auch the Trutb is not renn in mee to 
; Ahlexve 1 ig e laſt) Place. |. | 1 1 


6. This Faith 8 e SI 
5 5 the Goſpel-Truth believed, through the _ 0 'L 
| LE, divine Spirit, is the true, the proper and 2 
we Principle of Grace and "Holineſs in the Heart, þ 
The — —— aſſerts that we are born _ not of 


Seed bur. of incorryptible, , by the Word 
2 e et liveth and abideth EE Upop : 


ibis Text I would ys with Docter 5 = & 


7 - 


BOL: 555 oceeds: from S char 1 wy in itſelf 
4 8 525 Y the. 2 ife. to be educed from it by 
== 47 Ways and : Means ; ſo the Word in the 
a Hearts of Men is turned into a vital Principle, 
+  * that cheriſhed by ſuitable Cn, puts forth vital 
En 5 e 508 ory are born 
0 a1 5150 * * 2 wy tk zn 4 
* e OS R 


CET PR Anne F 3 
. Wrath; deadin Treſpaſſes and Sins.” * This is 


exactly agreeable to the ſcriptural Account of the 


Way in Which- we are regenerated, renewed, ſancti. 


fied and comforted. The Spirit of God implants 
the Word in the Heart, WE makes it become the 


Principle of our Thoughts, Aﬀections and Conduct, 
by revealing it in its Evidence and Importance to 


our 8 and making the gracious Truths and the 


ga Tidings thereof to appear in their proper Beauty, 


cellency, Simplicity and Glory. Bleſſed be God: 
for the Things which are now reported, to us in the 
Goſpel, with * holy Ghoſt ſent down from Heav- 
en, which - Things are ſo great and wonderful that 
the Angels themſelves deſire to 280 into them. 1 10 
2 


7D eee eee nete onthe dect Chap- 
an p. 178. This judicious Author, who had an uncommon In- 
fight into the Goſpel of the Kingdom, does here for ſeveral P 

es together, 9. 177 181, undertake to prove, that = 5 the 5 
pel, that the 8 pirit effedts our true Illumination, 

SanRification, - * Conſolation, &c ; Which is one 


als i Jays in View ja theſe Diſcourſes. 


54 7 Preached at Pinners Hall, 
| Dec. *7e 2 
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5 8 E R M O N. H. 
: on de Evidence and Acts of Faith. 
oh 75 Han, xi, x. | "i 
ow os £ the Subtawet of. Things hoyed or 
ew Au un, Ty 


'T- # a pudoubecd Maxim to be 0 js in 
all Caſes, more eſpecially in thoſe of great 
Concern; That no Perſon ought to be con- 
f fident about, what he cannot certainly prove: 
or if ſo, he is very liable to be degeived und diſ- 
| eq” in the Iſſue; ſipee he is building upon 
zn unſale, becauſe an uneertaff, Foundatzon. And 
inc the more. momentous any Concern is, ſo. much 
the More i ant is the Maxim; it is maſt neceſ- 

- fary to be obſerved in the great Inquiry, Whether a 
==: - Perſon has or has not juſtifying Faith? Having there- 
NS fore ſhewn from Scripture the Matter and Nature of 
7 this Faith, ie is proper to proceed towards the Ma:ks 


— 


Aud Evidences thereof. And I am certain no Chriſ- 


"2+, ©- tian, as ſuch, can take it amiſs to be ſearched as 
2," -_ Cloſely as poſſible on this Subject. I will therefore 
© + attetnpt toſhew from the Word of God, two Things. 
11. What are the ſuppoſed Marks of ſavin Faith, 
IDES which yet are defective and inſufficient? 2. | "Sik 
> - - ſcriptural Proofs and Evidences thereaſ? . 


5 As to the firſt of theſe. There are ere Parton 
„ Pe upon which ſome are ready to reſt their 
ca > + , Hopes, which may be eaſily caſt aſide, out of the 


Be 6 Lit * and ſufficient r 8 
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it were by the Works of it: and this was the Ruin of 6 


1 289 e Farrx. MF N | 2F 


potions Fee chat a Man is poiefied df cus 
Faith, by his being of a ſweet natural Temperz nor 
by his being civii or externally moral in his Behaviour 
nor by his being what is generally reckoned a ſober, 
virtuous; homſt, temperate, uſeful Perſon. And that 
for this evident Reaſon; becauſe many have been 
ed of theſe valuable Qualities; who have 
| know nothing of the Faich of the Goſpel: Among 
whom we may rank the young Ruler mentioned, 
Mat. zix. 16—22. Mark x. 179-22. and Luke 
xviit.  18--23. For according to the concurrent 
Accounts we have of him in theſe Paſſages, 
_ pears to have been a very amiable young 


fach Reipects; even to ſuch 2 Degree, chat Jeſus 


beholding him, loved him; and yet we all know, 
that he was a Stranger to true Chriſtianity. Howe. 
er, we will readily own, that all theſe Qualities of 
Morality, Sobriety, Temperance, &c. are truly 
deſirable, and really uſeful; 
neceſſarily included in the Practice of Chriſtianity.— 
Further, it is certain a Perſon may be very ſerious, pi- 
ous and devout in many Reſ and yet know No- 


thing of the true Grace of God; for ſuck were ma. "0 Fe 


ny of the Phariſees, and fuch * the Apoſtle Pau! Fe 


before his Converſion to Chriſtianity.—— Lea, a Per- 


ſon may be devoutly engaged in the Exerciſes of Re- 
ligion, and pay great Regard to ſome of the inter- 
nal and experimental Parts thereof, and yet be not 
only a Stranger, but an utter Enemy to divine Grace-: - 


For ſucht an one may be thus ſeriouſly engaged with: - 


4 View to make ſome Amends for his Sins, to ob- 
tain the Favour of God by 5 


yea, and they are all $ * 
| _- 


p Wo. _ 2 


out ſome diſtinguiſhing Reaſon of Hope, — 2 


pacify his r whereby he appears to be 
ſtill wedded to the Law; and to ſeek Juſtification as 


„„ The NATURE and Exrpunces 
tte devout Jews, who hid a Zeal of God, but not 
according to Knowledge, Rom. ix. 31—33: x. 1-43. 
Neither is it eaſy to ſay, How far a Perſon may be 
acquainted with and perſwaded of what are called 
the Doctrines of Grace, who is yet deſtitute of ſav- 
ing Faith. For though, according to Scriptures 
every one that underſtands and believes the true 
Soſpel is ſaved by it; yet the Goſpel itſelf being 
of a practical Nature, Nothing ſhort of the Regu- 
lation of the Affections and Conduct agreeable 
thereto, can be à ſufficient Proof, that he be- 
lieves what he profeſſes. Of which more hereaf- 
ter.—Beſides all this; it is moſt certain, that Per- 
fons may be fully perſwaded in their own Minds, of 
their peculiar Intereſt, their particular Election, 
and their final Salvation; and all this prove to 


de no better than a fond Imagination and dangerous 


Deluſion. And it is undoubtedly fo, if they do not 
bring forth thoſe Fruits in their Diſpoſition and Con- 


LVvVerſation which the Scriptures require, as neceſſary E- 


vidences of the Truth of our Faith. - Yea, and all 


2 * ach: Perſwaſions and peremptory Aſſurauces of In- 


tereſt, as are previous to or unattended with the pro- 
per Fruits of Faith, muſt in their oi Nature be in- 


dad and enthufiaftical. | However, any ſuch aſſuring 


ons, Manifeſtations or Revelations, may be 
dignified by the Titles of the Witneſs or. Jeu of the 


"9 N Spirit, the ance of 'Fauth; or Faith of Aßurance; 


they cannot but be groundleſs and dangerous. For 
as the Scripture no-where declares concerning any 
Perſon now living, that ze is elected ar that bis 


Sins are, forgiven; it muſibe- preſumptusus for any 
dz hearken to or receive Aſſurances: thereof, withonr: 
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ranked among inſufficient Evidences, and which is 
' fo very * that it will require ſome. cloſe At- 
tention to diſeover the Deceit. Perſons may be 
ſtrongly impreſſed under the Word, and may have 
many kindly. Motions and Affections in their Minds 
in Conſequence of what they apprehend concerning 
Jeſus and his Salvation; and yet be deſtitute of ſav- 
ing Faith. The Scripture is very clear on this 
Point. We read in Matt. xiii. 20, 21. That he 


r= that heareth the Word, and anon with Foy receiveth 
of it; yet he hath not Root in himſelf, but dureth for 
n, a while, Sc. The ſame is repeated in different 
0 Words, Luke viii. 13. Lo theſe the Word is 
i preached z they hear it with Pleaſure, and receive it 
IC with Joy; bat, after all, the Impreſſion it makes ig 
* 0 ſuperficial, that when Tribulation or Perſecu- 
— tion ariſeth becauſe of the Word, they are offended: 

Il And thus their Faith is tried and found wanting. 


And what ſhall we ſay to the Caſe mentioned? Heb. 
Vi: 4, 5, 6. Where we read of thoſe; who. were 
once enli „and have. taſted of the heavenly 
Gift, and were made Partakers of the. Holy Ghoſt; 
and have taſted the good Word of God, — the 
Powers of the World to come: when alder all, it A 
er that they may fall un; ee Rin 


under theſe kopreſoll y appear to venture ther 


the Event, only as the Morning Cloud and early - 
Dew, which paſſerh away. Yea, there have been 
3 Ko 


Fe 


| fs 5 


6 There is one Pirvieuted:; more; which muff be | 


that received Seed into ſtony” Places, the ſame is he 


Many. may be highly pleaſed and delighted ch 
Y che Words may be | ow and affected by it, and 


Souls Chriſt, to im him, to approve of tx £ 8 
_ of his Grace; and to have a ſtrong: Affection 6 40 
for Chriſt and the Goſpel; and yet all this prove in 8 5 5 


. N 


5 2 %. 


* ments, and to terminate 


on ee ee 
awful Inſtances of this Kind, viſible in every Age 
of It muſt therefore be dangerous to 
conclude the Safety of our State from paſts Experi- 
ences and Feelings: for they are often very far from 
having that Influence upon the Conduct which 
might have been expected, and which the Scrip- 


_ _ TG NOT ao fe eee N u 


1 Neither can. "hors ths Cofficient- Evidence of ca 
122 io; Chriſt, by any, even the niceſt De- 
ſcriptions of the Actings or Affections of the Mind: 
for there is ſcarce one ience which can be men- 
tioned as an Effect of true Faith, but what may be 
counterfeited, by the Motions of the Affections; 
and that ſo exactly as to render the moſt judicious 
human Decifion precarious. A Fondneſs ee 
re the preciſe Nature of what is called the juſti- 

Act of Faith deſcribed, in order to aſcertain a 
edit Intereſt ; proceeds from an irregular Wiſh 
,- 20: be- certified: * by mere Experiences: for it 
is ſcarcely puſũble, except upon ſome deluſive or 
EST Footing, for any to be packed, of it 

an Inſpection into or a Reflection upon mere 
. 8 1 


215 -'Burwhiler is forexceeding: 


diffioule 5 
8 ing certain Experiences, that they are the 
* "Fruit of ſaving Faith; it may not be dif- 

t ia ſome Cafes .to-difcoyer an eſſential Flaw in 

© them: Fot many of thoſe Agings of the Soul Which 
ate pleaded for, and depe 48. ſav- 
Ag may be proved to 
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tall. hibder me Gd . alas Chriſt a 85 
viour, my Portion, my Salvation and the like.“ Sewn 
if in_this Caſe, the appropriating Term my intends a 
Perſwaſion or Claim of peculiq Intereſt; it is more. 


than is warranted by the divine Word, and is fo far 


| ach mptuous : for the Freedom of Shine Grace, as 


eld forth in the Goſpel, is open and common. to Sin- 


ners in general and therefore cannot ſupport an 


oprigting Claim, or warggat any Perſon directly 
and immediately to believe that he has a peculiar In- 
tereſt un Chriſt... This is what cannot be OP biic 


| by * Fruits and Effects. 


'On the other Hand, Gba is called a Se Af of 
Faith is thus ſometimes repreſented : that the Soul 
in putting it forth ſays, Iam” ſo guilty» and pol. 
luted ; I cannot believe that I ſhall, be — to 


Chriſt, or that he can pardon ſuch a vile Sinner of* 


However de reſolves to go to Chriſt upon a mere 
perad venture. Now, here the Perſon appears to 
diſbelieve the aliſufficient Freedom of divine Grace, 
and aims at making up the Defect, by ſtriving to 
perform ſome Act to bring himſelf nearer the divine 


Acceptance: and when he has, as he thinks, 


formed this venturing Act; he pleaſes himſelf with | | 


the Thought, that he bas done it in ſome? right-and 
proper Manner, inſtead of being ſatisfied with. the 
lovereign Freedom of Sine Grace proclaimed in 
the Göôſpel of Chriſt. | According to theſe Deſcrip- 
tions of a ſtrang and weak At of Faith, the former 
preſumes to believe too much, and the latter believes 
too ek e a wer * * ſeem __ _ ee 
11 6 4 EE [ þ 


7 . 
* 
$ g ** "x * 
.a e 
4 


The Adina EvipzNces 


is no ſatisfying Ground of HL IO 25 n appre- - 
N e eee NAY | 


+ \Doubtleſs there may be W Ebbings 4 Flow- 
ings. of Devotion in the Courſe of a Perſon's Expe- 
rience : he being ſometimes what is called \ffrong in 
Faith, full of Hope and Comfort at other Times 


; being what is called at in Faith, filled with diſcou- 
_ Taging Fears: But whether the Hopes or the 2 


are well founded or not, and e to EO 
* is e n Dien, | | E 


„„ 


And bow ſhall e Mexkat Beside dt. bot | 


3 this one ſelf. evident Principle, viz. That thoſe 
Motions of Affection and Exerciſes of Soul 3 be 
right, which are founded upon and produ 

FJalſe Sentiments in the Mind: ſince they Tae 
22 than e Truth of our Faith. 


cannot be right; wiz. ſuch as ſuppoſe, That 
Act muſt be exerted in order to gain an Intereſt 
of our peculiar Inte- 
reſt is the proper Relief of the guilty Conſcience z 


That the mere Truth of the Goſpel believed is not 
ſiufficient to ent 
the Holy Spirit conveys:the Aſſurance of ſpecial In- 
tcttereſt into the Mind without ſcriptural Evidence; 
wuiſpering ſomething more to the Soul, than what is 
contained openly in the divine Word: That we may 

aſſure ourſelves of certain Salvation by a direct Act, 
odor by Reflection upon paſt Experiences; or be aſ- 
ſlured⸗ thereof by certain Revelations and Impulſes. 
All which, Sentiments are directly contrary to the 
EY ig och of che Goſpel, and to the Natute of the Holy 


and comfort our Souls; That 


wet 4 


e 


ben — 1 im. that al thoſe: ix: 
Wh — Pay Prayers, Endeavours and Motions of Aﬀec- 
225 ; tion, which are founded upon the following Princi- 


2 


in Chriſt; That the Knowledge 
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its own Exerciſes or Experiences, 


* 


He has no Nogon that God freely -aftifies the un- 
ith but the Sentiment of his Mind; is, That God 
ſt of all implants a Principle of Holineſs in the 


Heart, renews all the Powers of the Soul, draws 
forth Grace into Exerciſe; and then the Perſon 


is juſtified in conſequence of ſuch an Exerciſe; and 


has the Peace of his Conſcience from the apprehended 


Purity and Rectitude of his own Actings. Under 
the Power of theſe Sentiments, he avoids a direct 
Truſt in the divine Mercy revealed; having no prop- 
er Apprehenſion of any ſuch Freedom of Grace as 
1 denk ive. Hope and Peace, merely from what the 

A lee eite concerning the free, compleat Re- 
; eren in Jeſus Chriſt, 


As theſe Adings of the Mind do not flow from 
"the Belief, but from the Diſbelief of the Truth; the 
Hope of the Soul terminates upon a wrong Obzect. 
For now the Perſon's chief Concern and Comfort 
hinges upon the Apprebenſion he bas of the Nature 
of his own Acts and Experiences: ſo that in Reality 
the Mind does not recur to a free Chriſt for Relief, 
but to the Marks and Signs of Intereſt; the Soul 


on not /zan upon the Rock of Ages, but upon the 


uppoſed Validity of its Evidences ; does not ate 


Shelter. in Chriſt, but in its own Frames and Feel- 


ings; does not make Chriſt his Hope and Truft, but 


the good Opinion he has of his own. Heart and State: . 


ond Soul WY n or eee diſtreſſed 


o * 
1 


Sei irit's Work: cauſing the Soul to overlook *. 
<5 >, Wat the Hope and Comfort which is afforded 
by the Word of the Truth; while it either receives or. 
 withes, for its Satisfaction from a Conſciouſneſs of 
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of com t juſt as it thinks it has or has not ex- 
erted the A of Faith aright. Thus the whole 
atter turns not upon this beſtion, Whether the 
dſpet be trur? but, WW oy the g; Te 


and n are rigit? 


When the Mind 3 is thus drawn aſide PO Chriſt 


ati bis Truth as its only Hope, to ſuch a recurring 
to and rel ls, upon its own Akts and Experiences; 


we Art n committing at once two great Evils z 4 
hg oa Woke 


ng the Fountain of living Waters. 2, Hew-' 


105 out. to Aries Cifterns : for the very beſt Ex- 


perienices deſerve no bigher Term, being of themſelves, 


infufficient ro be a proper Sp Spring of Comfort: and 
what aggravates the Folly is, r they are Broten 


. Cilteras, Which can hold no Water. For ſuch Acts 


ald Experiences, as we have been deſctibing; are 


proved to be defective and ſpurious, owing from 


falſe Principles and Sentiments. 9 n 7 


But foraſmuch as the Holy FIR as very 
Mequently make Uſe of ſuch active Terms, as 


coming and ſying to Chriſt, receiving or 1 ng bold 
t will be 


of him, cleaving to Him, and the like: 
| proper, to ſay Something concerning theſe Acts, to 
w of what Nature they are, what they prima 


* 8 from, and in bat ane he & are exerciſed, 


bal, are the immediate Effects of the Goſpel 
ol, For ben a Perſon is convinced of the 'Ful- 
nels, Neteifity, y, Freedom * Suitableneſs of the 

| Salvacion | rchaſed*by Chriſt, and is apprehenſive 
Wir . Fr is. to hitnifelf in co with 
Hi are immediately occupied a- 


| Fd As; fo far / as thy are merely FOE or 
U 


* and 6 A Ane, ec ” it. Theſe 
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; Workings of the Thought and Motions of the Af 
fections, in Connection with ſuitable CY are 
u e in ann ſuch active Terms. 7 


Thee Phraſe, believing on: Crip, which frequently 
occurs, ſonietimes means no more than believing 
the Goſpel of Chriſt: but whereſoever it means 
more; it is then exactly the ſame with truſting in 
Chriſt,. or leaning upon him. Concerning * 
Workings of the Thoughts, and the W 
take the following Obſervations. 


x. They are naturally ſuggeſted by and flow from 
the Truth believed. If a Perſon be really convinc- 
ed in his Mind; that Jeſus is the only Saviour; and 
that there is free and compleat Salvation in him ; 
if he is perſwaded, that Chriſt has done enough, 
and Tees that the Goſpel. has declared enough to fur- 
- niſh an immediate and ſufficient Ground of Hope; 
this muſt certainly rejoice his Heart, convey Peace 
to his Conſcience, and encourage his Confidence in 
God. If it does not, then 'tis evident there is ſome 
Reſerve in his Belief; ſome Thought lurking in his 
Mind, that he muſt know — more than what 
the Goſpel teſtifies to have n Nr 4 9 N = 
Order to his — | 77737 
47 By 


haut the true e Balth is the Bali of Hope + Truſt! 25. 
of. Confidence and Courage, of boaſting and /glory--  * 
ing in Chriſt; and is the Spring of every kindly A 
fection of the. Mind towards Chrift and his 25 
his People and his Precepts. A Perſon believing 
the Truth receives his only Hope from it, and th this | 
8 kind of natural, or rather ſupernatura! 
openſity to it; becauſe he finds it te contain all py”, 
his Comte, pinefs. ' If then any one pro- 
a8 do believe it, is not * 4 L 
| ) 3 


2 9 
4 a 
"_ ” 
= 


=. - W bee | 


by it; "ts becauſe there is ſome Thought prevailing 
in his Mind, either that he need not, or may not re- 
ly upon Chriſt alone : and that Thought, whatever 
it = is an evident Contradiction to the Truth, and 
fo a Proof that the Perſon does not underſtand, or 
believe it. Who that knows how neceſſary the Sal- 
vation in Chriſt i is, how: compleat and ſuitable to his 
, own Circumſtances, and how entirely free for him 
in common with other Sinners; can avoid hoping, 
loving, and ö for the Grace . mani⸗ 


feſted ! 


2. Theſe Workings of Affection are moſt wiſely 


: praſemed i in Scripture. by ſuch Phraſes as coming, 
_  Teaning, &c.. — though they literally expreſs ex- 
ternal, bodily Acts; yet they ferve in a familiar 
May to lead our Thoughts unto ſuch Affections as 
are working in ſimilar Caſes. This is a remarkable 


Inſlanee of the Condeſcention of the Holy Ghoſt in 


the Style and Language of Scripture. 72 
- with what Affection of Mind a neceſſitous Perſon 


cumes to a generous Benefactor for a Supply of his 


Wants upon a free Invitation; or one that is in 


I r or one that 


y receives a free Gift; and you will eaſily diſ- 


. that this is the ſame Kind of Affection, witk 


which a Perſon, pet ſwaded of the true Grace of 
God, comes to Chriſt, /zans upon him, runs to him 


8 20d lays ef him. Namely, with Love, Hepe, De- 
bs 8 Thankfulneſs, ry the like. As the 


Scriptures thus expreſs and explain ſpiritual Things 
by natural ones; we are therefore, for underſtanding 
the true Meaning, to caſt aſide the external Act as 
exerted in the natural Caſes alluded to, and only re- 
mark the Thought, Diſpoſition and Affection 3 the 
Mind, therein: and then trans ferriog theſe to ſpiri- 
e An. we * the wy Idea which the Sciip- 
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türe means to convey by ſuch active Terms and 
Phraſes. Or more briefly thus: We are only to ob- 


ſerve the Thought and Affection of the Mind in 
theſe external Acts, and then the Idea conveyed in 
the Scripture by ſuch Terms of Action is manifeſt, 
Hence it follows, | 


3. That thefe Actings of the Mind and Workings 
of the Affection are Acts of Love to God in Chriſt, 
which follow upon the Belief of the Truth; and not 
Acts of Faith in order to Juſtification. The Perſon 
is actually juſtified according to the Declaration of 
the divine Word, and his Conſcience pacified by 
what he believes, e'er he exerciſes any of theſe Acts. 
For according to the Word, Fuſtification does not 


follow upon any Workings of our Mind, any more 


than any Works of our Hands ; but we are juſtified 


freely, by mere Grace, through the Redemption that 
is in Jeſus Chriſt. Neither does the Pacification oc 
the Conſcience ariſe from the Conſciouſneſs of an 
Thing wrought in us or done by us, but from the 
FTruth believed. Therefore a Perſon, whoſe Thoughts 


and Affections are working upon the real uncor- 


 fupted Truth, does not aim to exert any Act, or 


erform any Duty in order to gain an Intereſt in 
hriſt; but only to expreſs Love to Chriſt, and to 


that bleſſed Truth from whence he has all his Hope: 
and proceeding upon this Plan with this Affection, 


according to the Directions of the Word, he ad- 
vances towards the Aſſurance of Hope, and makes 
his Calling and Election ſure. ' But if a Perſon 
ſtrives to perform any Duties, or aims to exert any 
Acts in order to obtain Peace with God, he herein 
contradicts the Truth of the Goſpel: Yea, the very 


Turn of his Thought, the Deſire of his Mind, and” _ 
the Spring of his Activity are contrary to that per- 
ſect Freedom of Grace in Chtiſt which the GoſpeF! ' : 
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be Ness and Let cas 
Was written to teſtify. And need it be added, that 


thoſe Thoughts that are contrary to the Freedom of 


"EM cannot flow from the Perſuaſion of i it ? 


In juſtifying Faith, it is the free. Grace of the 
Goſpel alone which pacifies- the Conſcience, which 


creates Love in the Heart, and which quickens to 


and ſtrengthe 


which alone it can be proved, that what we believe 


and act from is the true Grace of God. This brings 
Me to obſerve in the laſt Place: 


4. That cheſe ARings of the Lind « and Workings 


ns in that ſelf-denying. Obedience; by 


* *Aﬀe&ion cannot be proved to be ſincere and ge- 


nuine, or to flow from the true Grace of God be- 


lieved ; but by ſuitable Conduct and Behaviour. 


and obey the Lord Jeſus at all Hazards: 
and it is by his acting accordingly, that his Faith 


lee are-proved to be ſincere. This is moſt 


expreſsly declared in the Word in many Places; e 


;- pecially in 1 John ii. 3, 4. Hereby we know that 
we know him if we keep his Commandments: He 


tienes and the Workings 
may apprehend they are Ae to the Truth, 
and flow from it, and be very much pleaſed and de- 
lighted with what they find; taking them as indu- 


One that is rightly affected with, and to the free 
5 ove of God revealed; is engaged and reſolved to 


that ſayeth I know him, 1 keepeth not his Com- | 
- mandments, is a Liar, and the Truth is not in him. 


_ Perſons may look very narrowly into their Expe- 
of their Affections, and 


- bible Evidences' of a 2 diſtioguiſhing gracious Work 


upon-their Hearts: and yet after all be ſadly de- 


A —_ = 5 9 They may not ay profeſs to eſteem 3 


_ Chriſt, as the free Saviour, and as their only Hope 


HS - Trace ep but may likewiſe to their own Appre- 


benſion feel in e a Preference of Chriſt. 
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above al N and yet all this may ſoon be 


proved to be a Deluſion, by an actual Unwillingneſs 
to do what he requires, or to ſuffer what their Pro- 


feſſion calls them to undergo. And it is plain, that 
if they do not cleave to the Lord in the Ways of his 


#3 Appoiutment, and ſerve him as his Word directs; 


their Practice gives the Lie to their Profeſſion, and 


even to their Experience: and thus it is proved, that 


what they profeſs with their Mouths, they do not be- 


lieve in their Hearts. But if a Perſon obeys the 
Truth from his Heart in his Practice, and is ready to 
hazard every Thing for its Sake; this ſo far is a 
Token and Proof that his Profeſſion and Faith are 


genuine. 


The various Parts of this Obedience to the Truth 


may be the moſt properly termed 4s of Faith.. And 


that you may remember and never forget, what are the 


true /criptural Acts of Faith; I would refer you to' 


N 


ing of the World's Deſtruction, and the Promile of* 


take Notice of the Currency of this excellent Chap: 4 | 


ter Heb. xi. wherein this Matter is profeſſedly demon: 
trated and illuſtrated. Let us then aſk the neceſſary 
* Queſtions, -and receive our Anſwer from this 8 | 


ol Scripture: How did Abel exerciſe his Faith? A 


By Faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent Sa- 1 


crifice than Cain, Sc. V. 4. How did Næab pre 


his F aith. or evidence that he believed the Threatens. TEE . 


bis om and Families Preſervation? As. By Faith > 


Noah being warned by God of Things not fs 200 


cerning the Promiſe of the Land of Canaan ? Anſ. By 


yet, moved with Fear, prepared him an Ark, S CRT hh 
V. 7. How did Abraham act the Faith he bad, con- + Og 


Faith Abraham when he was called to go out into 3 


Place which; he ſhould after receive for an Inheri- | 5 
tance, ae, and he went out not knowing 4 


. , 2 
"i485 
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ther he went, V GS How did e * 
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acob prove their Faith of the eternal, ſpiritual In- 


paeritance? Av. By ſojourning in the Land of Pro- 
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cChuling rather to ſuffer Affiction with the People 
7 25 > God; highly valuing the very Reproach of Chriſt, 


= — 
* as 
4 * 


7 


& : 
. 
1 
% — 


3 
EXE. 


- 


3 


miſe as in a ſtrange Country, dwelling in Tents, Ge. 


: 31 


V. 9, 10, 13—16.' How did Abrabam exerciſe his 
Faith in the ſovereign Authority, Almighty Power, 


gracious Promiſe of God ? Anſ. By Faith, Abra- 


dam When he was tried, offered up Iſaac, Sc. V. | & ©- 
| 19. How did the Parents of Moſes - prove their 


Sw 


Faith of the Deliverance of Hrael by him? Anſ. They 
hid him three Months, and were not afraid of the 
King's Commandment, V. 23. How did Moſes 
Himſelf act his Faith as to the promiſed Redemption 
"of Hrael, and the peculiar Favours God deſigned for 
that People? Anſ. By refuſing or = the Ho- 
Nour to be called the Son of Pharaoh's _— 


* 


forſaking Egypt and keeping the Paſſover, Cc. V. 


2 


Dommand act their Faith as to the Promiſe of Vic- 


=, - tory? Avf. By Faith the Walls of Jericho fell down, 
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es whereby the Nature of Faith, its Acts and 
= Evidences may be in this Manner demonſtrated and 

5 8 3 it would, after all, amount to this: That 
ey acted, exerciſed and eyidenced their Faith by 


Aſter they were compaſſed about ſeven Days, V. 30. 
io did Nabab evidence her Faith in the God of J/- 
ta, Anſ. By receiving the Spies in Peace, to the 


94 
. 
** 


gor Time would fail me to particularize all the In- 


their Courage and Readineſs to undertake what God 
required; by their Vigour to execute it; and by 


their Fortitude to endure whatever was brought upon 


them 1 the Profeſſion and Obedience of 
the Troch : read V. 33—39: Theſe are Acts of 


* 24—29. How did Joſhua and the Army under his 


great Hazard of her being deftroyed by her heathen | 


W_ 


r , 


+ 4 6,60 © mo mo wg” 


* * 2 
ene 
4 „ w 
.- * 
9 Re < 
» = ad - 


— 


Py 


— 


tions and Impreſſions, by which many hope to be ſa- 
tisfied of their own eternal Election, particular Re- 


. demption, and final Salvation. And how widely 
different theſe ſcriptural Acts are in their very Na- 


ture, from any Acts of Faith in order to Juſtifica- 
tion; may be diſcerned at firſt Sight. | 


By this ſummary View of the Chapter, | may 


likewiſe learn what the Scriptures frequently if not 
uniformly mean, by the Acts of truſting, relying, 


' cleaving, embracing and the like; namely, That they 


are expreſſive of thoſe Acts of ſelf-denying Obedi- 


-* ence, which we all naturally defire to be excuſed 


from; and are therefore inclined to affix ſome other 


Meaning to thoſe Terms. But ſurely, ber it is that 
we truſt in the Lord, when out of Love to him and 


bus free Salvation, we can undergo or forego any 


Thing rather than diſobey his Will, or betray his 
Cauſe. Then we embrace Chriſt, when we prefer his' 
Truth and Will to our worldly Intereſt oꝶreligious 
Reputation, where they interfere ; embracing the 
former rather than the latter. The Patriarchs, we 
are told, embraced the Promiſes, ſo, as to confeſs, + 
themſelves Strangers and Pilgrims on the EartLv. 
Heb. xi. 13. Then we cleave to the Lord, when 
like the firſt Diſciples we continue ſtedfaftly in the''. 
Apoſtle's Doctrine and Fellowſhip, and in breaking 


of Bread and in Prayers, As ii. 42. which is the true 


Meaning of the Exhortation in A#s xi. 23. It may 


indeed be -readily allowed that theſe Terms are ſome- 
times uſed in a more ſpiritual or mental Senſe,; but 


unleſs they are regarded in a practical Senſe, they can N 
give no ſufficient Evidence of our Faith. I might 
enlarge abundantly upon this Subject from Scrip- 
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1 Save Far. 3 
Faith indeed! properly ſcriptural, truly noble, and 
infinitely greater Proofs of our believing Chriſt and 

his Truth; than any of thoſe inward Feelings, Mo- 


The Narva s „ 
; ture; to ſhew what is the Nature, Operation and = 
K xererciſe of thoſe Acts of Faith, whereby it is proved 
tw :z be fincere and real; but enough has been already 
ſaid to make the Way clear for what I intend to dil- * 
. courſe, upon in my next Turns; wherein I purpoſe 

10 ſhew, what are the true ſcriptural Marks or Evi- * 
diences of ſaving Faith; with other Things relafng | 
- thereto and connected therewith. | ; 


\ OL 5 Preached at Pinner Hall, | N 
n „ee 10, 1764. 
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W 3 E R M 0 N III. 
: way The rip Evidences of Faith. g 
7 HB. xi. 1. „ 
Ne Faith is the Subſtance of Things boped for, dle . 
On. Evidence ef T age not ſeen. | : 
AVING in the former Diſcourſes ſet 
forth the Matter and Nature of ſaving G 
Faith, with the inſalſicient Marks thereg » 
i of; che Way is now cleared for enteripg 5 
duct upom the ſcriptural Marks, Proofs, or EU:: 
dences of it. A great Variety of them may bs dee. 
.duced from every Part of Scripture ; but I ſhall fin- ' 38 
gle out only four comprehenſive ones, as a Specimen, - , © 8 
viz. 1. Humility. 2. A Regard for Chriſt and bis © + 
1 3. . 4. Love to {be Brotbren. 4 
In. in on theſe Marks, we muſt take ic "+ F308 
for granted as we proceed, that ſince the true Faith 1 
is of an intereſting and practical Nature, the only 458 
proper Proof that a Perſon believes as he profeſſes, FEM 
is his having his Thoughts, Diſpoſition and Coſt 3 
duet . 192. and agreeable thereto. . +; 9 N 1 
Not the Goſpel Faith is this: That Jeſus is 9 1 ISS 
Chril, that there is Salvation in no other, c. or in 5 tt 
other Words: That all our Hope of Acceptance, . * 48 
wich God unto eternal Life, is founded upon what 11325 if 
Jeſus is, what he has done, and what the Golper een 7 . 
en mne hun. 'Accoriogly, . cl 5 
J. A 722 
7 f | - : * n 7 N 
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of what we are in ourſelves. For if any Perſon re: 
© ally knows and believes that his Hope entirely de- 
pends upon free Grace in Chriſt; this includes a 
-*Conviction, that he neither has nor can have any 
Hope, Encouragement or Comfort to his Soul, 1 * 
n Concerns; but from this Quarter. 


ais Guilt is ſo great, that he cannot make the leaſt 
= Atonement for it; That his Heart is ſo polluted, he 


| un do, and all the Aſſiſtance he can get, cannot 
furniſn him 100 the leaſt Ground of Hope, or 'af- 
f +: Ford him the leaſt Proſpect of gaining the divine Fa- 
: | vour: That he can contribute nothing towards his 


= own Salvation, or towards any Hope of it. In a 
Word, that he is utterly worthleſs and utterly help- 
lleſs: No Duty he can perform, no Act he can ex- 
_.*, -erciſe, Sc. can in the leaſt make his Way, or bring 
aim nearer to the Favour of God, or any Prof 
=. ,- of enjoying ng it. If theſe be the real Sentiments of 
dis Mind, he muſt be vile and baſe in his own Eyes, 
> —abborring himſelf, and repenting as in Duſt and 


Ales before the Lord. He has nothing to mention 


wd his own Soul to convey him any Comfort or En- 


3 = -  couragement, nor to plead in the Preſence of God ; 


> -_ but that there is Forgiveneſs with God, through the 
_ ” Work and Redemption of Chriſt. Therefore the 
"RS ge of his Heart is that of the Publican's, 
= _ + < Godve propitious.to me a Sinner.“ Theſe Sen- 
= timegts' concerning Tf are utterly oppolite to ſpiri- 
- + tual Pride; even to the valuing outſelves upon our 
own Humility or Self-. Abaſement. But for a Perſon 


S ed thus truly humble, it is not only need- 
ful chat he ſhould profeſs theſe to be his Thoughts 
© £580 7 of 1 or * him to feel in himſelf. ſuch Sit 
1 2 5 . 
ES 2 * | Lf | | A , 
. ©: 4 


% 2 


1 1. e Humility is one Thing neceſſary to evi- 
dence our Faith; conſiſting in a- juſt Apprehenſion 


_ HD therefore is perſwaded in his own Conſcience, That | 


can do W to cleanſe and purify it: That all he 
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3 for Perſons may be as cell. conceited 
from an Opinior of the Depth of their devotional 


Humility, as from any Thing elſe. They may de 


as much ſelf*confident before God, and as much ad- 
vanced above their fellow Sinners, by this Medium, 


as by any other: This muſt be deemed a falſe hy- . 


pocritical Humility, as oppoſite to the Truth of the 


Goſpel as any Thing can be. But if a Perſon ſin- : 
« cerely thinks of himſelf in the Light in which the 


free Goſpel, as well as the Law, places him; it will 
have ſome ſuirable correſponding Effect upon the 


whole of his Diſpoſition and Deportment. Which 


brings me to obſerve further under this Head; That 
| be, who believes this ſoul-humbling Doctrine, is 
taught thereby to eſteem himſelf in a Level with 


his "low Sinners, as in the Preſence of God; and 
this will check that ever-advancing Spirit of Pride 


which is in us by Nature, whereby we are diſpoſed 


to look upon ſome with Eudy, becauſe above us; 


: ing one anot 
dne towards 


and upon others with Contempt as beneath us. Therts 


fore, however humble any may apprehend themſelves 


to be, they are not truly ſuch; who in their Tem 
per ard Practice diſcover and indulge à Spirit of 5 


Contempt towards others. But without reaſoning. 
any farther upon 4 K let us ſee what Temper and 
Conduct the Scripture points out to us as Tokens 
and Evidences of true Humilit 5 We may find it 
very cleatly decyphered in the following evangelical. 
Exhorrtations. Rom. xii. 10. Be kindly affeticned . 
one to anofhgy with brotherly Love; in Honout Prefer-" 
ther, Rom. xii. 16; Be of the ſame Mind 


deſcend to Nen of low Eftate, x. be contented with 


mean Things, (as rendered in the Margin.) Be t 


_ wiſe in your own Conceit, Eph. v. by I. Submitting ' 


'4 Yourſeives 0 one another in he Fear of Cad. Phil. 
He 3. Ny be done 1789 * or "98 8 5 
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arthther Mind not bigh Things, but con- 
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"2-4 e n ene ond "TOES Wc 
bu. is Comin of Mind, let rach ihteem ther deter 
than themſetves. Col. iii. '11—13. - Becauſe. in the 
ew Man, Chriſt is all and in all ; which deſtroys all 
_ 1 upon which Men are apt to glory 
another; Put on therefore, as the Elett of 
"Ou holy = beloved, Bowels of - Mercies, Kindneſs, 
1 of Mind, Meetne/s, Long: ſuffering 1 a] 
Bearing one another and forgiving one another. 1 1 
v.19. Comfort the-feeble minded, ſupport the weak, 


* 


I patient towards all Men. 1 Pet. v. 5. Let all of 
be . 


en one to another, and be chathad, with Hu- 
my; for God refiſteth the Proud ; but giutib Grace 
80 the Humble, By theſe Texts, with others that 
mint be produced, we may ſee what Spirit and 
. - Conduct the. true Goſpel inſpires. Let each one 
look over theſe Paſſages carefully. They contain 
5 ſſuch a plain familiar Repreſentation of the Nature 
5 . 8 8 Marks of Goſpel-Humility, that they cannot ea- 
3 4 foes. So far as theſe Things appear in 
it and Conduct, being excited thereto by the 
free. Kumhling.. and levelling Grace of the Goſpel; 
ſo far we give Proof that we believe it: But without 
*chefe T his in our Diſpoſition and Deportment, all 
: 1 devotional amiliry and Seif-Abaſement felt in our 
A. . A own Experience is defective and deluſive. But by 
== behaving qurſelves according to. theſe Directions, 
”>” - both towards the Houſhold of Faith and towards all 
Mien, under a Senſe of the Freedom of divine 
Grace; we ſhall. diſcover and evidence that our 
. ee eee e e ag 5 K he? 


1 Tre Regard fot Cori and bis Goſpel, in - 
_ = ther Thing, neceffary to evidence our Faith o be ge 
mige. Ode who believes that Jeſus is the only ana 
the icke oil for Sinners, and accordingly finds all 
his Comfort and Hope in what Chriſt has done, as * 
1 . * his Goſpel; cannot but have and expreſa a ; 
. | WF cordial | 
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and bis own Life alſo, | 
Hence it follows that the cleareſt Proof of our Affet. 


| . 43 
"2 edreial &iove to him and to the Word of his Grace. 
Ward, = oa Engng . li. 2. 


23 ie if we really value and: Ms Chris bimſelſ, 
_ _ | becauſe be is a maſt free and effectual Saviour, both 


moſt rapturous Emotions of Deli 


4 " 4 * 
By 


SN 
'1 of Save Fairn. 


To tbem that believe be is precious. 1 Pet. ii. 7. and | 
they as net born Babes defire the fincere Milk of the 


> * 


from the Guilt and Pollution of Sin; we ſhall evi- 
dence it by ſome correſponding Behaviour. Not the 
moſt devout Expreſſions of Love to him, not the 
ght and Joy, will 
of themſelves prove a true Regard for him. If a 


Man love me, ſays Chriſt, be will keep my Works, 


John xiv. 23. A true Regard for Chriſt will make 


us account all Things but loſs; and be ready to ſuf- | 
fer the Loſs of all Things for him, Phil. iid. 8. Fur- 


ther, Chriſt himſelf declares, Matt. x. 37, 38. He 


that loveth Pather or Mother more than me, is not wor- 
thy of me; i. e. does not act ſuitable to what I deſerve of 


him; nor deſerve to be accounted one: of my Diſc. - 
ples ; and be that loveth Son or Daughter « 4a? 

me, is not worthy of me. Yea, he further tells us in 
the plaineſt Terms, Luke xiv. 26. Fam 
me, and-bate not (c 


more than 


Man come to 
tively) Father and Mother ._ 
and Wife and Children, and Brethren and Si 


: be cannot be my 


Diſciple. 


tion for Chriſtis diſcovered, when theſe Things come 
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in competition with him and his Requirements; and 


when we have Courage to forego the Favour of 
Friends, &c; for his Sake. The chief Rulers men- 
tioned; - Fobnixii. 42. believed" un Cbriſt, bus becauſe:s 


Ide Phariſees aid not confeſs bim, &c. Whatever we 
ce Detect or Flaw in their Fgith, i 3 
in this, that they only believed the Dodrine of * 

.._ - Chriſty bur did not believe in the Perſe of Chriſt ; I 
did not exerciſe the Act, though watch believed We 


did not conſiſt 


bas G 2 | Truth; 
& =: ; | 


. 8 


53 Yea, | * 
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 Chrift: + Wherein then 
Tent tells us ; They di 
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my 


Truth V ber theſe are expreſsly; ſaid to believe os 
their Defect? The 


pee 


not confeſs him, becauſe 


they layed the Praiſe of Men, more than the, Praiſe 


13 V. . A plain Intimation, That they 


. as 

FJ . — the Thought 
Love to Chriſt, and ſo may be rather living 
A their own Love than his: But when their Love is put 
tothe Trial, they may be ſo offended e N 
ee walk po mom with him. i 


that they 


* wournint 


upon 


Aga, if our Regard hes che ie Goſpel of Chriſt hy 
7 the 
3 Stehen of his Name in the Ways of his own Ap- 
pointment, to continue in the Faith grounded and 


true and 


bf the ( 
Pu.. 1. 253 28. To be eareſul leaſt any Man beguile 
us with deceitful Words, and left any Nan ſpoi 

-.-- ehrough-Philoſop | 
- - Gition of Men, after the Rudiments of the World, 


the Goſpel, Col. i. 


for the Faith _ 


genuine; it will induce us to take up 


1 


e the Faith of Chriſt to be of ſuch Im- 
to make them willing to riſque their re- 
putation for its Sake. . may pleaſe 


_ Yettled, and not be moved away from the Hope of 
WE”. 23. To continue ſtedfaſtly in the 
A poſtles Doctrine and Felloæſhip, and in breaking 
©: Bread and in Prayers, Adds ii. 42. To ſtand faſt in one 
= ..  Spirit-with one Mind. ſtriving t 

25 3 nothing terrified by our Adverſaries, 


hy and vain Deceit, after the Tra- 


Aud not after Chriſt. Col. i. 4, 8. To ſtand faſt in 


But be intaggled 
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are con- 


the Liberty wherewith Chriſt bath made us free, and 

again in the . Yoke of Bondage, Gal. 
v. 1. And it is — ſo far as theſe Things 
lriſtian- Practice and Fellowſhip, 
nt, we do in —y _ ad 
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te uo 
. 5 Holimeſs, is 3 e. Proof and 

ener of Faith. For if we believe that Jeſus is 
the only Saviour, by his Obedience and Sufferings ; 
this Faith will make us to hate Sin, for which he 
ſuffered, and to love and imitate that Righteokſneſs, 
from whence we derive our Hope of eternal Life. 

So then this Evidence conſiſts of two Branches. 
Viz; 1. The Hatred and nen, Sin. 2. The 


Ania after a 


1 20 to the ff. This hating * avoiding of Sin 
muſt be not merely becauſe it may endanger our 
Reputation, burt our Conſtitutions, or deſtroy the 
Peace of our Conſciences ; but becauſe it is oppoſite 
to the Honour of God's Name, and to the Golpel 
and Grace of our Lord * Chriſt. And ys, 
(Hatred of Sin is to be proved by our abſtain "4 
all Appearance of Evil, 1 Theſſ. v. 22, — bya 
faithful Inſpection over each other, exhorting one 
Another daily, leſt any be hardened through the de- 
ceitfulneſs of Sin, Heb. iii. 13. For we are not 
to hate our Brother in our Heart, hut by all means 
rebuke him, and not ſuffer Sin upon him, Lev. xix. 
17. Tis by ſuch al watchfulneſs and ſuch 
mutual Faithfulneſs joined with Tenderneſs, that 
we are to prove our Hatred of Sin; otherwiſe it 
can never be properly manifeſted, however we may 
Fancy that we feel an Abhorrence of it in our Hearts. 
Ehe ſecond Branch, Fiz. The following Holineſs 
is near a kin to the former: concerning which we 
muſt remark. If. we follow what we account Holi- 
neſs, in Order to recommend ourſelves to God for 


our Juſtification by our Obedience: this cannot be "5k 


true Holineſs,” or the Holineſs of ihe Truth, as it is 
N N . iy. 244 a Faith from whence 
* 


e 3 Fara; + „ 


1 3 * 
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; : 5 55 © p67 fer de Lord, The Neceſſity of it is here moſt 


SI x en tel 
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. The Nervite: 2 — oo 
true Holineſs ings, is directly contrary to ſuch a 
Thought. A if we follow Rightetuſueſt and 
und lolineſs in order to advance our ion, 
oer our Intereſt, ve are quite miſ- 
ken aß to the Principle and Deſign of it; tis = 
Wie chat us are miſtaken too, 1 
eit. For no can reaſona — 
that Holineſs which the Goſpel re — ſubſervienit 
1 his worldly Intereſt or Reputation; as will eaffly 
de ſeen in che followin 1 Account of it. 
Scripture expreſsly mentions three Ways in 
which: we are to ic t. By a-diligent 
2 $ over rach other. See that well known 
- Place Frequently and juſtly quoted in Oppoſition to 
all Antinomianiſm.” Heb. xii. 14, 15. Follow Peace 
ib all Men, and Holineſs, without whico no Man 


td 


Ke "Jolemyly declared. And if we would know the Way 
” _ Sy which we are to follow after it, let us read the 
ment Words; wherein we have a plain Direction: 
| Looking diligently leſt any Man fail of the Grace of 
Vd; beſt any" Root, of Bitterneſs ſpringing up trouble you, 
and thereby many be defiled. This expreſſes it to be 
the ifjicumbent Duty of Profeſſors in Church-Fellow- 
mp to be concerned for each other, that Holineſs - 
in Heart and Practice may be promoted, and that 
. Nothing contrary to it may be countenanced or 
+ knowingly permitted and connived at among them. 
2. By a reſolute and entire Separation from all Con- 
| nenion with the Wicked -and- felf-righteous World 
ain thoſe Things which are contrary to the Truth. 
Mot ſuch a Separation can be meant as ſhould diſ- 
Tolve-all worldly Connexions with them in civil Af- 
3 8 ion as ſhould prevent out 
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being uſeful to them, as we have Opportunity, in 10 
. YE Oe the = 
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hs tenet. of their Souls: but 8 W 


ment from them as to refuſe a Profeſſion of chriſti- 


lineſs is plain from what follows in the 
_ "the next Chapter; which ſhould not be thus di- 
vided; bel 


fare theſe Promiſes, dearly beloved, let us c 


 ſomeof the principal Means whereby we. are directet 
to prove our Hatred of Sin, and our real Holineſs'z 


tained i 


| Ing. Holineſs in the Fear of Cod. 3. By a: conſcieni s: 


from, and become Servants to God; ye have your Fraif 


an Fellowſhip with them, and not to Join with them 
in any Practice or Profeſſion that is contrary to the 25 
Goſpel. The divine Order for this Separation is con- LES 
in 2 Cor. vi. 14, 17. Be not unequally yoked 
togetber with Unbelievers; but come out from among 
them and be ye ſeparate, ſaith the Lord, and touch not 
the. unclean T, bing, and I will receive you; And that 
this Conduct is a neceſſary Branch of Gol] pel-Ho- 
ing of 


being in the cloſeſt Connexion with the WW 
ing Direction. Chap. vii. 1. Having theres * 


leanſe our * 
ſelves from all Filthineſs of the Fleſh and Spirit, perfeidhy. 


aus Obedience to the divine Will: walking io al 

the Statutes and. Ordinances of the Lord . — 6 
See Rom. vi. 19, 22. As ye have yielded your Mem-. 
bers. Servants jo Uncleanneſs and to Iniquity unto. Ini- * 
guity ; even ſo now yield your Members Servant s 
Righteouſneſs unts Holineſs: Now being made free  _ 


unto Holineſ and the End everlaſiing Life. —Thele: are * 20 


and any one may ſee that a ſtrict Regard to — 
Rules will frequently interfere with our temporal In- 


tereſt and religious Reputation. But we are to act in 
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all Thought about internal Holineſs, or a holy, gra- 


ö wins theſe ſcriptural Directions: But. on the cn 


the Fear of the Lord, and not the Fear of Man. And 


cious, implanted Principle, will never prove —— we 
are ſanRified ;- without a ſtrict Regard unto, and fol- 


trary, he that with Neglect of theſe,, talks and thinks; 
about 1 * or Bun in his e 
| | | 125 
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7 — 


8 as the certain Conſequence of Goſpel Faith. 
_ John v. 1. Whoſoever believeth that Jeſus is the Chriſt, 


=" 1 Maron as 88 
thereby only prove himſelf to be a ſel· righteous Pha 
E 2 gud's proud; preſumpruous kt arte x 


OE 0 Grace denied . h Chriſt in AY 
has taken Poſſeſſion of our Rau to become 


a Principle of Holineſs there, exciting us to follot it 


in the Way above deſctibed.; this will be one of whe 


beft and — that the true Goſpel of C 
is become our Faith. But the cleareſt, ſtrongeſt 


. wo 


1 Love of rhe Bretbrin. The ee . 


is born of God und every one that loveth bim that be- 


Fr 1 that is begotten of bim: And in- 


this cannot but be its genuine Effect: for where- 


; Joever any Perſons have all their Hope from the 


Truth of Jeſus being the Chriſt; thay an are called in 


one Hope of their Calling, and are therefore of ove Þ} 
Body and one Spirit, Epb. iv. 4. And what can be 

amore pere 
and diſtinguiſhing Mark of true Faith, than thoſe 
+ Words of 1 Fobn iii. 14. It is a moſt valid Proof; | 
Por we know that we are paſſed from Death 10 Life, 


ry Declaration, that this is a neceſſa 


becauſe tue love the Bretbren; and it is a moſt neceſſary 


Proof; For be that loveth not bis Brother abideth in 
Death. Yea, this is that which is emphatically 
file ThE Law or ChRrsr, Gal. vi. 2. being in a 


Senſe comprehenſive of all the other Laws, found in 
Scripture. It is Ghrift's New. Commandment, which 


be perſonally inculcated upon his Diſciples ; which 
the Apoſtles in their Writings do very frequently 


or refer to; and ler ſeemed chiefly to 


quote 

have their Eye upon it all their 5 Exhortations, aim 
a and inforce it in its ex- 
| Waller 12 


by 


moſt extenſive! Proof thereof is what follows, and 
BY. bien I have cherefore pur laſt, A 
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tenſine Meaning. Here then it is very needful to 


reren eee 


and in Truth. 
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Fe Faru. 


atk, Upon what Principles we are to love the Bre- 


thren ; and Js what Manner we are to expreſs this 4 | 


"I 


* As to the fr. It is plain, that 4 Perſon may 
love ſuch as are accounted Children of God, for ſuch 


| Inferior Reaſons as theſe © Becauſe perhaps they are 


among the Number of his Acquaintanxe, Friends, ot 
Relations; becauſe he may have received ſome parti- 


lar Favours from them; becauſe their fiatural Tem- 


pers may be very agreeable, or they have ſome valu® 
able Qualities, and the like. But none of theſe 
Things come up to the preſent Point of Eriquiry. 
The true Cauſe and Reaſon muſt 'be, The Truth 
dwelling in them : 2 Jobn 2. becauſe they appear to 
believe the ſame Truth, to have the ſame Hope, to' 
walk by the ſame Rule, to mind the fame Thing, 
and obey the ſame Goſpel. As to the /econd ; How 

this Love to the Brethren is to be expreſſed and evi 
denced: This opens a large Field; becauſe the 
Scriptures are very full and diſtinct upon it. It is 
not any fond flighty Affection, nor merely any in- 


Ward Feeling of Love, that can prove the Truth of Wo: 3 
it: For the Apoſtle Jabn ſays, 1 Jobm iii. 18. Le... 


us not love in Mord neither in Tongue but in Deed , 

Many have: comforted themſelves” Wäll 
Hope or Perſwaſion, that they are true Believers ; 
becauſe they feel in themſelves 2 kind of vague, ge- 
neral Love to all good People; when perhaps No- 


ddiag is farther. from their Thoughts, Defires and 
Endeavours, than to exerciſe it according as the 
. directs ; eſpecially in thoſe Caſes where ax 
Sell 


-Denial is required. It is therefore neceſſary to 
9bſerye, that there can be no true Proof of the Ex" 
| = iſtence 
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eden of this Charity er Love; but by What the 
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v. 2. How this is to be done has been hinted at oc- 
enſionally under the three former Marks; in mutual 
Humility, and mutual Faitkfulneſs. But under the 
——_ Li I would mention ſeveral more Parti- 


Kot in a Way of Comp aſſion an 


Apoltle beautifully ſtiles w ATK IN in Love. "Eph. 


11 * I. wa | 1 40 
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"Chriſtians are to walk | in Love in TROY Siedle © 
ity, as Members of the ſame Body, by 28 
Heed to the following ſcriptural Rules. 


They ate by no Means to ſpeak Evil of 60 ano- 
ther, James iv. 11. They fhould ſay nothing at all 


reflecting por each other as ro their moral or 
Ehriſtian Character and Behaviour behind their 


; Backs; but if they have any Fault to find, they are 
to ſpeak it firſt 20 the Party. Whenever . Rule is 
. we do not walk charitably. " 


* They are to be kind ay tender We eseh ws 


ſhewing all Manner of Benevolence with Beneficence in 
Word and Deed, as Opportunity is afforded. Epb. iv. 


32. For whoſo bath this World's Goods, and ſeeth his Bro- 
ber bave Need, and ſbutteth up the Bow els of Compaſſion ” 
5 7 him ; how - dwelleth the Love of God in 17 1 : 


1 John ii. 17. As they have Opportunity, they are 


to do Good unto all Men, eſpecially unto them that 


are of the Houſhold -of Fe aith, Gal. vi. „ee 


2 80 12 


der Ire to have a F eb F eelin "g with each other, 
Rom. xii. 1 Emi is: 72 75 that 6. A 7 257 


e 1 bat 1 | 5 


- wht EW is "EY in a F un. u bey r to 
N ſuch an one in the Spirit of e Ge. 
at. VI. I. 5 a | | 


Con gratulation. 


. ;»of Savinc Falrn. ” ks 
When Offence i is mutually given and taken, they 
are to confeſs; their Faults one to another, and pray 
one ond another, chat they 17 be healed, TRY 
F * ; 


e's „ lg a Fault ! is 1 ** A con- 
feſſed. they are to forgive readily, cordially, and 
Ys Luis xvi. 35/4: Eph. iv. 32. Col. ui, 13. 


7 all Caſes of Offence, the expreſs Rule is given, 
Matt, xviii. 15,16, This may be called the Golden 
Rule; ſo excellent, that if it be inviolably kept, it 
demonſtrates true Love to exiſt ; but whereſoever ir 1 
re ee of-6, Vane, of 1 
Charity. | 11 * ; 
. If thy Brother RA a 3 thee, or pe any | 
Thing that is ſinful and offinkive; do not keep it in 
45 on Breaſt, which would certainly create an Iu- 
difference towards him, and terminate in Hatred and 
Malice; but go and tell bim bis Fault. Publiſh ic 
not either to thoſe within or without the Church, bur 
tell it to him between thee and bim alone. I be ſhall 
bear thee, tbou . haſt gained thy Brother. But if be 
will not hear thee ;, thou haſt no Permiſſion to pub- 
liſh it to any; but art to tate with thee one or #200 
more, to be Witneſſes to what paſſes. And if be ſhall 
neglect to bear them; even then thou art not at oy 
- berry to tell it to any out of the Church, nor to 
ſpread it abroad among the Members in any — 1 
Way; but thou art to tell if jo the Church, namely, ,, 
as a Church convened together. Thus only can We 
; | follow this Rule with Proper Exadtgels.. 42 * 


8 Funher Chriſtians in Goſpel Fellowſhip: 305 to . "IN 
_ ., walk in Love in their public or nee 5 * 
eee following Rules. r 
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hindered) es the” Apoſtles Polens ad — 
and to the breaking Bread and Prayers, as a Token 
of their > 9000 Union, F —_ ang Love, 48s 


| Lon oc Mit 


| Thepare -to hold faſt 10 . 
Faith, conſidering one another to provoke-unto Love 
d Works; not forſaking the 3 

| ho; ago of ** orden mou) 
Rl a. 25, 944 9h. © E | 


The Preckren of 4 Church are to caldojte — 
exerciſe their Gifts; ſeeking to excel therein for the 
ann, of the Church, 1 Core vip. 12. 
1 When a Brother has ben dealt with according J 
the Rule in Mare: xvii 1, 16, and 
bear the Church: even then bis Expulſion 
conducted and effected with à kind — that his 

Spirit may be ſaved in the Day of the ord Jeſs, 
 F 3 v. 5, And if ſuch an an Perſon 
: gives proper Tokens of Repentance, he is to be for- 
wen and cordially received ugain into the Fellow- 
of the Church, -and the Church are 05 confirm 


| hier Love o him, Goff Nei 


— Theſes are n of the chief mts thar are give n 
205abdut walking /in Love; being all very intelligi- 
ple, very reaſonable, eitel ſcriptural, and ſuch a 
12 mutual Love naturally mſpires us to walk by, 
| Time would fail me to quote all the Texts upon 
this moſt excellent and uſeful Subject. et I N 8 


a feriogs Peruſal * folloying Pigs. 
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Let . — 
un evil 
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| the following Thin 
- Fange Peace, Bene cence, Exhortation, Aſſembling, 


= 
* 
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„en wy 47. Charity, « or Ent feat, 


5 ite ee *. . 


"Beta; n . Ti e eee en 

of the Yocation wherewith' ye are called; with all Low- 

Jeneſs and Meekneſs, with Long-Suffer ing, forbe 

one another in Love : Endeovouring is deep the Unity . 

the Spirit # the Bend "of — &c. | 
Mön ** i eee 4: 

Eph. iv. 30, 34, 32 ab nat the boly Spirit 
Cod; whereby ye are ſealed to the Day hay 


ä 
lice; and be ye kind one to anotber, tender-hearted; for. 


giving one another, even as Cod for Covey” dale bath 


* 


Phil. ii. "uy Fehon de wen a any „ Gee 
in Chriſt, e 
#be Spirit, if any Bowels and Merrier; fulfil ye my 
«Foy; that ye be like-minded, having the ſame Lobe; M- 
ing of one Accord, of one Mind: | Let Nothing be done 
through Strife or vain Glory; put in Lowlineſs of 
Mind, let each * other better than N 9 


Read likewiſe the Epiſtles of Joby. | 


To ſum up all; Evangelical Love 5 | 
Mutual Benevolence, Sym- 


ification, Prayer, Confeſſion, - Forgiveneſs, For- | 


bearance, Watchfulneſs, Faithfulneſs, — 


W and Reſ Peck. 


Let Chutch-Members then ani to a 


8 walking | 


1265 practiſe | 
_ theſe. TROP one "ng another: For while this 


. TOR 1 
walking in Love is neglected, and the contrary to it f 
is indulged and connived at; fo far the Evidence of Sa 
their Faith, and conſequently of their particular In. 
* tereſt, muſt fail; and their thinking themſelves to / 
have Loverin: their Hearts to Chriſt or to his Mem- 
bers; is ſo fur a mere Deluſion; and the profeſſing 
5 enn Dat rarurawnin 4 
a e * * en | 2 1 
| 5 e ig | WIT 4 i 'S wow I 
But where true Love exiſt, 20 accordingly 
diſcovered in the Temper and Bebaviour, out of Re- 
gerd to che one Faith and Hope of the Goſpel, in ZN 
Connection with the ing Marks; it is the GS 
*  Jgleareſt Proof of real Chriſti ty, = een 7 
in n „ 9211; mri 4 | | 
25 W 25.47 | | 
1 Let wy one thre. examine himself upon . 


theſe. ſcriptural Marks and Evidences: Let him — 
prove his own ſelf, by having his Eye: directly upon 6-4 
— -. he Word of God, comparing himſelf with it, and 7 ' 
WS making Trial of bis 9 oo ren 4 4 
| "at Fouckiine: © 5 
EY l , 
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Dodrinal and naten Remarks — this 
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| New Faith is the Subſtance. of Things hoped ji, the 


| Evidence of Targa not June: 


oy 
9 


' Scriptures, the Nature, Matter and im- 
\ mediate Efelis of ſaving Faith, together 
with ſome of the moſt capital Evidences 
thereof; I proceed now to ſome doctrinal and prac- 


; 4 rical Remarks, which this Subject may naturally 
ſuggeſt; in order to ſhew its Connettion with other 


Subjects treated of in the Scriptures, and which are 
of great Ar as they bear a Relation unto 
this. : | | 


Dochelef, there mighe have been bade A 
much greater Number of Marks and Signs of ſaving. 


| Faith; becauſe all the practical and experimental 
Parts of Chriſtianity might have been brought in, as 


relating to, and dependant upon, what the Scripture 


ſpeaks concerning Faith, and its genuine Effects. 
But what has been already ſaid, may be deemed 


ſufficient to give a general Idea of the Nature and 


Kind of true Evidences; and may be conſidered as fo 
many Specimens directing us, bs further Marks and 
Signs, to attend cloſely to the practical Parts of the 


"New Teſtament, which mark out to us the right 
; | ay 5 


. AVING thins laid before you 3 the 


+ Bf 4 | 
5. LS 
8 
"ES (Goſpel has little or no Weight 
4 0 2 4 


. NMire ; and that Goſpel- 
hat 


nc. muſt 
Wente or carnal which do not t 


* . 
* — 
L - 488 
— 22 


| be is ignorant of his Duty, by 


7 Natuin and Evivenczy . 


Way af ticking 
however different the Signs already adduced may be, 
from thoſe which may are ſearching after or de- 
lighted\ with ; yet none but ſuch as che- Scriptures 


thus expreſsly deſcribe and require will be found 
valid, or will ſtandl us in any Stead at the Judgment 
| of the Grear Day 


As our Lord himſelf intimates, 
me and receiveth not my 


Jobn xii. 48. He that-xejetteth 


tricteſt Connection between Goſpel-Fairh and P race 
ce chiefly conſiſts in 


Aﬀetion of 
Duty out of a R 10; and a Belief of the Troth. 
Whatever in our {poſition or Behaviour is unſuita- 
"ble _—_— unto the Directions and Require- 
the divine Word, it is likewi unſuitable 
nd oppoſes uno the Truck it is in 

imputedd unto the Prevalency of ſome Senti- 


The real and true Cauſe of 
nce and Diſobedience, is a Perſon's being 


PF Neglige 


- biaſed or influenced by ſome Thoughts in his Mind, 


that we inconſiſtent with, or e th to the 
true Grace of God revealed in the Goſpe 


nſtʒe of the intereſting 


of hat it reveals. In the former Cale, 
his not knowing the 


"Fruth. In che latter Caſe, the Teſtimony of the 

t upon his Mind, to 
Leterme his Conduct. He is influenced by the 
Fear or Love of the World, or by the Smiles or 


Ges Pros of this\Fellow-Creatures; becauſe the Hope 
_— . — from it, 


1 . ö * 4 4 are 


our Calling and Election fu: For 


ords, hath one that judgeth bim The Word that ! 
' bove ſpoken th fame hal fab im in the loft Day. 


Further * he beg, Abet det dcr 


ind wich which we perform our 


: For it 


SE T So that 
either he does not perceive. the Goſpel in its true 
Meaning. or is not apprehe 


— 
— 


"Ss. 


as. ex SY nin po „ 


PFF 


cc 


* 


tf Kone Fair. 


are in lis pen Apprehenſion of leſs Conſequence 
than temporal. Things: So. then, whatever he pro- 
feſſes with. his Mouth, or imagines concerning the 
Orthodoxy. of his Faith, or the Goodneſs of his 
Heart; he does not in reality account all Things but 
Loſs, for the Excelleney of the Knowledge of Chriſt 
Jeſus che Lord. Or perhaps, which is not an un- 


common Caſe, he may have. ſuch, a Notion in his 
Mind concerning the Grace of the:Goſpel, as allows 


him ta think that he may negle& his Duty, or indulge ; 
himſelf in. ſome Sin, with leſs Danger, or more 


Safety, than otherwiſe he might do. In a Word. 
finee che Goſpel Truth is practical as well as encou- 
raging, a Perlon's real Notions and Thoughts abont 5 
it, may be better known by his Temper and Sonduc "$4 
mo by his Language and Ergo wet es Wee 5 


The theavieg Diſcourſes, concerning Faith wt 


ment 


up learn and obſerve, "A. 5 


"3-4 


* > Hod.complenty e tiebts. 
to all Legality and Antimonianiſm. Both theſe are © 


indeed very agreeable to human Nature · Nothing is 
more gratifying to the Pride and Luſts of Men, chan 
Self- Dependance and Self. Indulgence: But. at the 
ſame Time, they are exceedingly oppoſite to the 
Glory and Honour of God, and moſt pernicious and 


dangerous to the Souls of Men. The Pride of hus © 85 N 
man Nature i fed by ſelf-righteous Doctrine, and tig a 


| Corruption of it indulged 12 Antinomian Doctrine ney 


and therefore both uy to be equally deteſted ana 
W. 8 'S: CE aid 4 $4 


its ng may, afford us Matter for Improve- : | 
y Way of Inſtruction. 2. Examinations n 
. 9 Fee, mA woo : 2% 


. Tuts Subje& may alive e Aufiuing.- 
and that in ſeveral Points of Moment. For here * | "8 


68 Tb NaTvas and Evivznces 
© avoided. And we may be ſure, that the Goſpel is 


always perverted and corrupted, whenſoever any 
- . Thing of either of theſe Kinds of Doctrine are intro- 


i © _ duced into it or mixed with it. But ſurely if we a 


 ..-. little reflect upon what has been collected from Serip- 
. ture concerning Faith and its Evidences, it will ma- 


both. The Acgount given of the Matter and Na- 
__ Z ture of Faith, is moſt directly oppoſed to all 
Dm, even of the moſt refined Nature. For if that 
which is to be believed; be Nothing but free and 
12 rfect Salvation in another; there can be no Room 
Seit-Deperidanee ; eſpecially if we remember, that 


Faith, as to its Nature, is no Act or Exerciſe of 


. | 2 © urs, in order to obtain the divine Favour ; but it is 
tte mere Perſuaſſom of the Truth, wherein the Mind 


reign Freedom of divine Gtate in Chriſt. The 


oppoſed to all Aptinomianiſm ; ſince the natural and 


—_ de, required inch Ward'of Grace. 
. ob K&: & 


Faith is connected with, and is a Confirmation of 
thole other Doctrines of the Word which are pro- 


feſſed amongſt us. Not to launch out too far here, 


I would confine. my Thoughts to five noted diſtin- 

a guiſhing Points. (1.) Eledlion and ſovereign Grace: 
The Soeripture itſelf erpteſsly connects this with 
the Belief of the Truth. See 2 Theſe. ii. 13, 14. 
But we are bound to give Thanks always to God, 


| through Sandtification Sprit and Belief" of the 


#4} ruth. 


nifeſtiy appear go be ſtated in direct Oppoſition to 


KI — of Nothing for its Hope and Comfort, but the 
Account given of the Evidences of Faith is equally 
nuine Effect of ſuch a Perſuaſion muſt be a care- 
ul Attendance to the Directions given and the Du- IF 


2. Obſerve, how the firſt Principle of the Chriſtian 


for you Brethren, beloved of the Lord; Besdufe 4 
GSod hath from Amato en you to Salvation, 


a ae a ab c=-aoi To tt <£ : 
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- Truth, Again At xiii. 47, 48. When the Gentiles 
heard that Chriſt. ſhould be for Salvation unto the 
Ends of the Earth; they were glad and glorified the 
Word of the Lord: And as man as were ordained 
to eternal Life gelieved. And indeed the very Way 
and Manner in which the Salvation purchaſed and 
proclaimed takes Effect, diſcovers and demonſtrates 
the Sovereignty of it. For when a Perſon comes to 
the Knowledge of the Truth, he is herein wrougt t 
upon rectly contrary to all his former natural Ap- 
pfrehenſions and Deſires; and conſequently cannot be 
: Hiern to have contributed towards it by any 
- Thowghrs-or Inclinations of his own. No one can 
* defignedly contribute towards that which he has no 
Knowledge of; and it is as certain no one wrll pre- 
mote that to which he has a Diſlike and Averkon, | 
When electing Grace takes Effect by the Holy Spirit 
upon any, they are convinced and perſuaded of the 
Iruth and Goodneſs of that divine free Teſtimony, 
ick they diſbelieved and difliked before. (z.) For 
the ſame Reaſon, the Doctrine of particular Redemp- 
tion is confirmed by this Way of ſtating the Nature 
andi Matter of Faith. Por though according to it, 
the Proclamation of free Redemption by Chriſt is 
open, and general; yet the actual Belief of this Pre- 
elamation'is not ſo. And we are aſſured that Chriſt, 
obeyed, ſuffered, died and intercedes, not for the 
World, but for them which were given him; 
even thoſe who ſhall believe on him, through the 
Nord of the Apoſtles, John xvli. 9, 20. (3.) The 
Doctrine of original Sin is proved and con- 
| firmed hereby. For no ſooner do any come to know 
| the Truth in its Simplicity ard Purity; but they diſ- 
* cern, both in themſelves and others, how exceed- 
ingly. proud and depraved human Nature is, and how 
our natural T houghts, 5 and Propenfi- 
| ties, 


2 The Narva an Egrpecs | 
ties, are _perpeuilly oppoſite thereunto: So | AY 


ter of Fact: And we are told how this Corruption 
was at firſt integduced ; aueh, by a Lie being in- 


very Lie which to this Day is found naturally in the 

1 Mind of Man, viz. That we may venture 
s the divine. Win wich Hopes of 

[Ye ſhall nor ſurtly die.] But we muft be icica 

dos geſenbe the Auer in which this Deceit is 
tufally and yniverſally propagated, unleſs we hw. 
Fiſely knew 


be given. of that Conſtitution which has ſo- 3 


Ceondested Adam and his Poſterity together, but the 


| ſcriptural one; wiz, the fœderal Headſhip of Au, 
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| » Rom, v. 8 (4 a The Doctrine of the Ne- 
BE cellity, and, Eftie ef-of tin Spirit's Work, is hereby 
explained and 0. fince the Spirit is the 


| Author. of Faith, — prin by 


tion of the ſaving Truth, ppoſition to former 


Seyntiments and laclinetigns: this ene, ſuppoſes 


A2 nd proves that his Agent), in bringing any to the 
_— Knowledge. of the Truth, and ſhewing them the 


efficacious. (s.) Laſtly, it confirms the Doctrine of 

ite Saint, Perſeverance. For the Seed of the New- 
BA. Birth, the divine Truth, is incorruptible; it liyeth 
-  andabideth for ever, 1 Pet. i. 23. And the im- 
- planted Word is able to ſave our Souls, Jam. i. 21, 

25 $4 And we are kept by the Power of God through -this 
8 Faith unto Salvation, Pet. i. 5. 80 that whereſo- 


to verify what the Apoſtle ſays; Rom. Villa 7% J ö 


carnal Mind js Enmity againſt God, and is not ſubjet} ; 
0 the Law. of Gay, neither indeed can it bes, That 
human Nat hus ©, nfm is inconteſtible Mat- . 


ſtilled into the Minds of our firſt Parents ; * od a 
 tranſ- 
"a0 
* , 
Nature of the Union between the 7 
Soul and dy. Neither can any rational Account | 


hereby his gif becomes imputed to 45 2 ſet 


theForcible Convic- 


Things of Chriſt, is moſt neceſſary, ſovereign and 


eyEr 


bs I , 


See va 


ws. 
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r . =azwoin 


| * 
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* "bring denied of tontradicted, chat they are al 


| tures 
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over the true Light is introduced, it will ſhine more 
; ne untq de perfect Day, Prov. iv. 8. 


Thus theſe prekious, uſefül Truths are oben 
illuſ⸗ 
5 and confirmed, by the EN Account. of 


de true Grace of God, nr | 


r <A apt WEL Et 


1 Regeneration, and of the Spirk's Wo 

That the Hoy Spirit is an almighty and ſovereign 
Agent in regeneraring - us, is moſt plainly 
2 aſſerted, Fobn iii. 3, 6, 8. Bury whereſ 
is an Hint given of _ Manner in which this 
Brought about, the uniform Account the Scrip- 
give is, That it is e 
Goſpel, or by Faith. See 1. Cor. iv. 19. In Jeſus 


32 0 
g. From this "Subject » we may ken the true N | 
* cher na 


by the Truth and 


. Qhriſt J have begotten you ene the Goſpel. 


Jam. i. 18. Of bis own Will be gat he us with the 


"Word of Trutb. 1 Pet. i. 3. Bleſſed be God, who 


hach begotten us again unto a lively Hope, by the r 


ee of Jeſus Chriſt from the Dead. And in 
* Manner this is effected, were are told, Col. ii. 


That we are riſen with Chriſt, by the Faith of 


Sr. Operation, raiſing him from the Dead. And 
it muſt be granted, that this ſpiritual Reſurrection is 


the ſame as Regeneration. And can any Thing elſe 


be meant, than a Deſcription of this Work? When © | 
God ſays, Heb. viii. 10. 1 will put my Laws into their 


Minds, and write them in their, Hearts, The ſame 
Doctrine i is hinted, in the Titles which the Apoſtle 


gives to ſuch, as were converted by his: Miniſtry. 
1 Tim. i. 2. Ugto Timothy my own Son in the Faith, 


Tit i. 4. To Titus mine own Son, after the Common 


Faith. Which Title is thus explained in Philemon 
105 I beſeech thee for my Son Onefimus, whom 1 have 
; begotten 
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, Chriſt, to take its Comfort from, and its Pleaſute in 


teration in the Sentiments, Diſpolition#and Condu&- 


_ clares. But there is x7 Reaſon to fear, that they are rather zea- 
| Jous for what he is fob 


W. 
\* * 


begotten in my Bonds. To which we muſt add that 


noted Text, 1 Peter i. 23. Born aguib, not of corrupti- 


| ble Seeg, &c. For the juſt and judicious Explanation | 
of 


f which, I refer to Nat I have aliady quoted from 
GK /˖/ IF. 9. 
by” 15 3 P : ; & 5 , | . WW . — | 
p , a. . A _. | 

Any other Way of Rating this: Sbject, tends to 


of 


draw the Mind away, from the revealed Grace in 


it is called implanted Grace nd. inherent Holi- 


9 abs : But we at once ſecure both the Honour of 


Spirit's Work, and of Divine Rebelation, as con- 


5 yung the only Reaſon of Hope and Rule of Con- 


ation; by affirming, That in Regeneration, the 
Spirit introduces the divine Truth hito the Mind and 


Conſcience, and ſo makes tat tos become the very 


Principle of a Perſon's Thoughts, Affections and Ac- 
tions. Thus he produces a great and extenſive A- 


For now beholding, in the Glaſs of the Goſpel, the 


There is ſome Reaſon to apprehend, that the great Zeal 
Jately ſhewn by many for the Honour of the Spirit's Work, is not 
a Zeal for the Honour of bi divine Agency in Regeneratiogz 

, Knce it has always been moſt readily owned; that nothiog «4 
bi; divine Power, does af can. render effectual what the Word de- 


fd to work in their Hearts; ſome diſ- 


by 


 tin&, gracious Principle, whereby they become more holy and 


fanQikied in their own Eyes. They are not ſo much afraid leſt 


© the Spirit ſhould be robbed of the Honour of his Agency (there 
. being not the lealt appargar Ground for this Fear z) as leaſt them- 


s ſhould be robbed of the Hope and Pleaſure they deriye from 


the Thought of an inherent Principle, or the Sight of their own 


inward Holineſs. Aud if ſo, then all the Concern turns out to be 
Nothiog but a Zeal for an Hope in themſelves, founded upon 


1 
o 
. 
J 


t | 


what they ſuppoſe is wrought in them; while, they diſcery not a 


ſufficient Ground for Conſolation in the free Redemption of 
Chriſt, pte claimed by the Goſpel for the Hope of Sinners. And 


if this be not diſcerned, 'there*can be no true Comfort, nor Ho- 


lineſs. © | . 


Glory 2 
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ty of the Lord, we are changed into the ſame 


852 


* from Glory to Glory, even a by the * of 

A tze Lord, 2 Cor. il. 18. 

2, | . This is the plain ſcriprural e of che Mat- 

” £ ter; upon which we cannot but take Occaſion to re- 

4 flect; how glorious, uſeful and important the- Goſ- 

9 pel Truth 2 105 be, that it ſhould be the very Me- 
dium, in the Hinds of the Spirit, for effecting the 

3 whole of this great Change; by being the very Seed 

n olf the erh. as well as the Food ot the ciew-born 

f ; | 

4 1 ſal add but one more doKtind Remark. 

5 I we may 1 what 1 is "the Nature of the 
With of the Spirit, It has been abundantly 

4 © proved, that no Perſon's eternal Election, ſpecial In- 


tereſt or eventual Salvation can be certified in any 
| other Way, than in and by an evangelical, conſcien- 
4 | 'P tious and continued Obedience to the Wilt of Chriſt, 
as laid forth in theggivine- Word: Or that ſuch Obe- 
dience, flowing from a Sight or Belief of the free 
Grace of-Chriſt, is the only ſufficient Evidence of any 
one's being perſuaded of the real Truth. Were any 
Thing more neceſſary to be ſaid upon it, I could. ven- 
ture the whole Weight of this Argument upon what 
we read in 1 Jobn ii. 3, 4. Hereby we know that we 
knw bim if we keep his Commandments. Fe that 
faith, J know him, and keepeth not his Commandments, 
is a Liar, and the TRUTH is not in bim. Here are 
two as plain, clear and poſitive Aſſertions, as any in 
the whole Bible: And it is likewiſe obſervable that 
| "iy ſtand, according to the ſucceeding Context, in a 
very cloſe Connection with Chriſt's new Command- 
ment of brotherly Love, which I have ſpoken ſo dil- 
tinctly upon in the former Diſcourſe. 2 Therefore, | 
_ whatſoever WF contradicts theſe Aſſertions, or in 
5 any 


— - 


leo bet dd et i bn els: | IA ES. 


* 
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" any Meafure ſets chem aſide, rendering this kind ot 


Evidence: i in any Degree unneceſſary, cannot be the 
Spirit of Truth, i. & cannot. be the Spirit of God. 
Whoſoever then cheriſhes ãn Aſſurance in his Mind, 


which riſes higher than his Evidence; and whoſoever 2 


thinks that his Evidenee riſes higher than his Obe- 
dience, muſt be under the Inſtuence of ſome deluſive 
Spira: Whether his Aſſurance be Med from any 
Impreffions made upon his. Mind," gFfrom a Reflec- 
tion upon paſt Experience, We may 
the Spirit of God never does, never will witneſs con- 
trary to the Word of God. Should we 3 ſuppoſe 
-this, we ſhould find it utterly impo with any 
Certainty, to diſtinguiſh mario the foe 
| and 18 . of Deluſion. 


©. You will aße ten. What e e Ss * 
vine Spirit witnefling to our Adoption, or Son-ſhip ? 


+ 


In Reply, I would produce two Texts of Scripture ; 
the for mer of which is frequently adduced, but wag 
dum read and quoted entire; ang.the latter is as 
nerally overlooked. See Rom . 16, 17. The 
rit itſelf bearetb Witneſs with our Spine, that we — 


the Children of God : And if Children then Heirs ; Heirs 


of Gol and joint Heirs with Chriſt : Ir $0 Bu that eve 


'SUFFER win bim that wwe may be blſo glorifitd tage- 


tiber. This manifeſtly ſpeaks of the Avoſtles and 
primitive Chriſtians as actually /afferimg-» with, and 
for Chriſt and his Truth. And moſt certain it is, 
that whenever Believers are Partakers of the Aﬀic- 
tions of the Goſpel, the divine Spirit grants them 
peculiar Enjoy ments through the Word. For as 
the Sufferings of Chriſt abound in them, ſo their 
Conſolation in calls; aboundeth by Chriſt. 2 Cor. 1..5- 
This Witneſs of the Spirit with the Word, accounts 
| . En 25 ad Nealure Wen. 57 — 


be  ſare, that 
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4 Maryrs for Chriſt felt in their own Alus when 
or | maya, rejoiced to be counted worthy to ſuffer 


Shame for Chriſt's Name; or When they took joy- 
fully the ſpoiling of their Goods ; knowing in them- 


ſelves oe © they had in Heaven, a one a. an 


mow Ws” on : 


The Holy irit ats a he fairhful Part eb; 3 
foraſmuch as hes through the Teſtimony of the 
_ Word, according to the Promiſe of | Chriſt, conveys 


into the Minds of the ſuffering Children of God, 


ſoch encouraging Truths and Promiſes, as Over-ba- 


lancè all their Sufferings, and enable them to bear 


up and hold out unto the End, So in the midſt of 


chis patient Suffering for Chriſt, the Spirit witneſſes _ - 
with their own gy by the Word, to their Son- 


ard . 


1 


- The 5 Text! is | oh ES: 2123. There we 
find our Lord ſaying to his Diſciples. He that bath 


my Commandments and xzzvEs ia them,-be it is that. 
LOVETH-te : And be that loveth me, ſhall be loved of 
my Father, and I will love him and ManiresT myſelf. 
into bim. Whereupon Judas (not 1ſcariot) takes Oc- 
caſion to aſk this pertinent Queſtion. - Lord, how3s it © 


that thou will EST thyſelf to us, and not unto the 


World? Jeſus readily replies. Fa Man love me, he will 


5 keep my Words ; and my Father will love bim, and we. 
_ will come unto bom, and make our Abode with bim. 


Here is a Promiſe of ſpecial Manifeſtation; But to 


i ume * 222 > 2 65 


they. were reſiſting unto Blood in ſtriving againſt Sin, 


| whom, and when is it fulglled 7 viz, To the Lovers ** 


4 Chriſt, Aal obeying or keeping his W 7 8 


While they are truſting and . chen have 
the Wimels of their oyn Spirit, and have at the 3 
K | my. 


Truth of his Faith or of his 


The Nature and Evipznces 


„ # by 
- 
1 
- 


Time the concurring Teſtimon _ of the Spirit of 


Truth. He grants them, by Truth, a "ſpecial 
4 Enjoyment of the free BY of God in Chriſt, in 
£ his Will out of love to his Name, This ad- 
ditional Conſolation ſweetly and infallibly accompa- 


nies the ſelf. denying ne of the n 


* 1 * thought, Fhar the ARings of Faith; 
as they are called, in the Workings. of the mere Af- 
fections, are ſometimes ſo powerful and ſelf. evi- 
dencing, that a Perſon can no more doubt of the 
ſpecial Intereſt, than he 
can be inſenſible of the ſtrongeſt Emotions of his own 
Mind: And thus Aſſurance of Intereſt has been built 


upon 

elles of the Soul. But let it be remembered; that 
hh Aſſurance may prove to be only 'a fond Imagi- 
nation, and be no more than what the ſtony- ground 
Hearers may have and feel in themſelves. And it 
- "ought never to be forgotten, that the Holy Spirit of 
Truth and Promiſe witneſſes to, and with our Spirits 
in the hearty Obedience of Chriſt's Will, or in Suf- 


and gatbered from the mere Actings and Exer- 


 fering for his Sake. It is- injurious to the Character 


; ph ofthe Spirit, as an boly Spitit, to ſuppoſe that the 


de 26a to our Sonfhip, when we are actually neg- 


12215 the Obedience Rs or allde to o ſuffer 
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ar A certain 'Pamphler. has als appeared, written by Mr. 
4. 


E Whitezcood, containing Remarks on. my «Free Grac 


herein the Author has taken upon himfelf to aſſert, 37. 
That Mr. P in adding praclical Obedience to Experience, 
n a neceſſary Proof of 22 carries Things much beyond 
What any Caluiaſ would do: for (fays he) they never reflect 


© pon their Obedience as any Evidence of their Intereſt—T hope 


this is not folly true: . for ity be ; all our ous «es 2484 


become downright g., 
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| which he has laboured to ſet in a State of Oppoſition. 


| of Sammie Fair | Wn 67 


n This Stieg 450 us an "Obcalibn and Call ; 1p 


* cloſe Self- Examination. For all; who make any Pre · 


tenſions to true Chriiagity, ought to examine tem- 


1 8 was "by 1 were "Report I 3 hiſt to under tand chat 
he. had publiſhed that Pamphlet; ; whereas good Manhers dic. 
tate, that one Who commences à public Opponent ſuould preſen- 
s Copy of what he writes, to the Perſon he remarks upon, I 
borrowed. it gave it a curſory Peraſal and then returned. it and 
cannot but recollect that he has therein with conſiderable Acri. 
mony charged me aid my People with adopting the Kiſs of Cha- 
fity, thewaſhing of the Saints Feet; and even with i 
countenancirly a NegleR of family and private Prayer. I doubt 
not but be received this Notion into his Head, by the bare Belief 
of a Report, and this is what has induced him to write as he has 
done, I would hope therefore that from hence forward he will 
not deny or queſtion the Efficacy. of a mere Notion and bays. Report - 
apon the AﬀeCtions and PraQtice.. 

Had be underſtood or attended to this before,. be would have 
clearly ſeen the Confiſteney of thoſe Things io my Pamphlet, 


But the above Report and Notion about me and my People. 
happens to be entirely falſe and/groundleſs. Now though the- 
— wherein theſe Things are mentioned is of a promiſen- 
ture; yet as the whole Pamphlet was written profelledly. 
ginſt my Treatiſe on free Grace, and there is not che fo leaſt Hint 
in the Paragraph of any Exception or DiſtinQion ; every Reader 
moſt naturally underſtand _ thoſe Particulars are charged in it. 
ypon, me, Juſtice and Equity therefore demand that he ſhould 
publicly retract what he 12 Aoliely propagated to the Injury of 
the Characters of many. if the Pri Princip e of Grace he contends 
for does not induce him to this ; it does not operate upon him 
with ſo much Efficacy as a mere Notion in his Head received by, 
"I "oy 1 25 of a falſe Re . Ls: rz 4 
o * without the arge rophanenels or Levity 
prin” edge and Belief of Divine Thin 
the * and Belief of human Teſtimony; | ſince br 
© Scriptare itſelf does ſo, 1 John v. 9. If then the Belief of a cotw- 
2 Report has, as is aber fy known, ſuch a ſtrong Effect 
n the Minds of Men; how ſtrong muſt we ſuppoſe the Efle& 
oft the Gel. Report to be, where it is believed in the ame Man- 
ner, underſtood in its true Meaning and infinite Importance ! 
This one obvious Thought is 1 . 
he general Drift of his whole Performance. 
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? ſelyes thorou 
Word, 


* not having thoſe Properties, which belong to 


of Caution and, Jcalouſy: 
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Works from the Princi 

. known Paſſage. 2 Cor. xiii. 3. Ernie your 
ge. 22 . The Rp EDD, bag 
[44 anc many and Errors in the F 
and Practice df ith ihe Church at"Cortuth (that he = 


uch Keaſon to ſuſpect, concerning” many of chem, 
- whether 


horte them to this Examination. The Duty is not 


8 Sire us RF =. nag ee 
weten, by che by ME Sp . 
N 3 | Spirit, 3 as proved above. 5 ad 10 Nee TE 11 
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tte glorious Freedom of Grace, exaimine theme! 
| EI Salicitude : they call to. e 
. in the Night, their Spirits make Aenr 
. Sarrt e Corner:of their Hearts, in! 
x order t Rad ti poffible) Something ag T 
3 — ee be. ſome; Retreſhment to, Heir 
This I apprehend, was t od w 
9 6. Which che dun ict 
EZ Ka ; and e 8 10. and therefore 


} 


7 ghly by the Touchſtone of the divine 

- BYA re GIG be an eſſential Defect in their 

3 Religion: Lest the Hopes and Aſſuranees they en- 
tctkettann in their Own Minds, prove a dangerous Delu- 


7 | | the? Weine of Faith"or of Hope, ee the 
Scriptutes. 3 upon . "hs che | 
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dent from the CorineQion and Deſign of- that 


they. were true Believers;  and;therefore. ex- 


=. 025 en do anſyer ſock Purpoſ es 25% ir is. wan | 
WES. Hat may H0d.in-ounle ves. pon A Harrow, Pa | 
my. WNeicher is there any:Neceſſityifor this: —_ 
"18 5 Fe before our Thoughts the divine free 
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0 1 many Perſons having loſt Sight of 
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6g 
he immediately turns off his Thought from himſelf, 
and remembers the Years of the right Hand of the 


Signs, left we ſhould be deceived : But then we are 


valid ones: Such for Inſtance as have been laid out 
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of Sa VNG Fairs. 


Moſt High, even his wonderful Works of old, - 
which were done ſome Hundreds of Years before he 
was born: When the Lord redeemed his People / 
rael out of Egypt, which was typical of the true ſpi- 
ritual Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt, V. 11-16. 


This Self- Examination has been indeed conducted 
in many Inſtances, with great Seriouſneſs and Dili- 
gence; but it is to be feared, not with true Inpar- 
tiality. For we are naturally apt to be very partial 
in 7 on Favour; and at the very Inſtant, we are 
in this Manner examining ourſelves, the Mind is. 
ſtrongly biaſſed, by an anxious Delice to find ſome 
ſure Mark of Intereſt for aur Comfort. How much 
Reaſon then for Self-Jealouſy, ſince this is fo natu- 
rally and frequently the Caſe. © _ x 


I own, we may and ought to recur to Marks and., 3 


to take ſpecial Care, that they be truly ſcriptural and 


* 


from the pure Word of God in the foregoing Diſ- — "2 
courſe. In doing this we are to look directly into 
the Word of God, to ſee wherein our Evidences are 


defective, watching againſt all Truſt in Frames, 
Feelings and paſt Experiences, and continually re- 


ACHE 


- 


curring to the Goſpel Hope for our Relief and Sup- 
It has been generally thought, that we are ſuffi- 

ciently clear of truſting in our Experiences; if it ap- 

ar to our Minds, that they ariſe. from evangelical 

rinciples ; and if ve improve the Comfort wh get . 

from thence, to a farther Reliance upon Chriſt. But 7. 

according to Scriptuxe, I can find no other Way of * 
. g 9 a preventing , +. 5 , 


A . | Us Wea" ber 


ating a falſe Confidence in paſt Feelings, than 

y laying them aſide altogether as any Evidence of 

Itereſt in themſelves: For they are not and cannot 

be valid Proofs thereof, any farther than as they are 

connected with, are confirmed by, and actually ex- 

eite us to ſuch conſcientious, ſelf- denying Love and 
Obedience as hath been above deſcribed. 


That we may not be miſtaken kete, 1 I would lay 
forth as plainly and briefly as I can, what is and 


what is not, true evidential Experience. ” wy | 


12 Anni 


It des #et conſiſt in any Frames, Feefijgh Im- 
pteſfons, Manifeſtations, Convictions, Diſtreſles, 

- "Exerciſes of the Soul, Joys, Comforts, and the 
uke; or in any of thoſe Ebbings and Flowings of 


Affection, which we may experience in certain de- 


votional Exerciſes. And however highly Perſons 


may think of themſelves, or however much they 


7 may talk of Chriſt and Grace 1 in them, yet if they 
take theſe their Experiences for the Proof of their 


I ntereſt, inſtead of ſuch Works of Faith and Labour 
ol Love as have been deſcribed, they are certainly 
under a Deluſion ; and may be found at laſt to be 
only ſtony or thorny Ground Hearers. | 


Bot " Experience which is any proper Proot 
ol an Intereft in Chriſt, conſiſts in choſe Working of 
Affection which accompany the actual Obedience of 
the Law of Chriſt. For inftance, It conſiſts in that 


Fe of the Lord, whereby we actually depart from 
Evil ; In that Hope of his Mercy, whereby we are 


ſtrengthened for, and excited to the Obedience re- 
quired by the Goſpel: In that Humility with which 
_ we ſubmit to his Authority or Diſpenſations : In thar . 


Aversion of Heart with which we abſtain and fly from 
what i is  finfur': : in that TE which we, cleave to 
8 ; him 


wil 2 OS 2. 


IS Fart... 1 WE 


him and his Appointments : Tn that Readineſs of 
Mind with which we act as he directs: In that De- 
light and Ax wr with which we by Love ſerve o 
another: In that Courage and Reſolution with which 
we undertake any incumbent Duty: In that Fortitude 
or Patience with which we bear whatever comes'u 
us in the Courſe of our Profeſſion of his Name; and 
in that Chearfulneſs with which we follow after Holi- 
neſs, though contrary to our worldly Intereſt, reli 
gious Reputation, or carnal Inclination. 


Taking Goſpel- Experience and Es of In- 
tereſt in this View, and then it is clear; that 
throughout the whole we have Nothing to reſt upon, 
but the mere free Grace of God in Chriſt, which is 
our Hope and Strength; and nothing to do, but to 
ferve him with all our Hearts, according to the Di- 
rections of the Word, from a Senſe of that Love of 
Chriſt, which reſtrains us from living to ourſelves; 
and conſtrains us to live unto him. 1 


If Sethe give Diligence to add to our c Faith 
Virtue, (or Chriſtian Courage) and to Virtue, Know- 
ledge; and to Knowledge, Temperance ; and to 
Temperance, Patience; and to Patience, Brotherly 
Kindneſs ; and to Brotherly Kindneſs, Charity; we 
have the Apoſtle Peter's own Teſtimony ;, that if 
tbeſe Things be in us and abound, we ſhall be nei- 
ther barren nor unfruitful in the Knowledge of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; That if we do theſe Things we 
ſhall never fail ; for ſo an Entrance ſhall be mi- 
niſtred unto us abundantly i into the everlaſting King- 
dom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. While 
he at the ſame Time avers, that he who N Ne, 
owes is blind, Sc. 2 Pet. i. . e 
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F to take our Comfort from our Frames and the like ; 


8 ee he Head of 


1 _ The wt a tide 

- How e dee Things #5 i a 
or ſo much as thought of, as 1 r Evidences of 
who want to be certified about. 5 
ink they are certified about it, I 


#7 


15 ert Nas Conſcience in the Sight of God; = 


That et ny drr a rags Fi Ab te us 


mftexd of taking Pleaſure in obeying the divine 
Will, being difigent i in this Way, - this any Way, of 
ks making our Calling and Election ſure. Such a Faith 
equal averſe to the Obedience required by the 
Soſpel, as it is to the Simplicity of the Goſpel it- 
Tel: while our being of the true Faith, cannot be 
proved, but by our Love to the Goſpel in its Sim- 
pity, and being excited thereby to ſuitable Prac- 
7 It cannot be expected that any ſhould heartily 
follow Chriſt wherefoever. he leads 2 calls, but ſuch 
Mate made to have the tobvle of their Hope from, 
Ad Portion in him, according to the Goſpel in its? 
_ Simplicity ; while nothing leis can be x cor of 
fuch, who really know and believe the Truth, and fo 
"account all ng but Loſs for the Excellency of 
che Knowledge of Chriſt - Jeſus our Lond: This 


III. Exbortation. Which muſt becke ſame which | 
the” Apoſtle Peter gives in the Paſſage juſt quoted, 
concerning the Way in which we are to make our | 
_ Calling and Election fures 2 Pet. i. 5—11: Or the 4b, 

_ the fame; wich that in Heb: 71 11 12. And we deir sg hi 

_ Phat. every. one of yon do fhew the ſame Diligence to the 

full Aſſurance of Hope to the End: That ye be not floth- — 

988 * Followers of * who * Faiib and Pa- * 
imer * 
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F +Savixc: Farri: N 
If we really believe the 


tience * the. Promi ſes. 
-truc Goſpel, we are 10 ſhew it by our acting agrer- 
able to it, and holding on to the End. For God 
Aaith, off amy Man draw back, my Soul 
"Pleaſure in bim, Heb; x. 38. We are to be ſtedfaſt, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the Work of che 


ſhall have 0 


* N 9 


Lord: Being found in the Performance of thoſe . *; Y 


Duties which, according to Scripture, will prove our 
- Humility, our Regard for Chriſt and his Goſpel, 


our Hatred of Sin, * Purſuit of true Holineſs, to- 


_ - gether with our Love to the Brethren, as hath been 
ſpecified in the ing Diſcourſe. . The cloſer we 
keep to the Word and Wil of Chriſt, and the longer 


we continue therein; the more evident it becomes, 


that we believe and love the true Goſpel. Purſuing 

this Courſe, excited thereto by the Geace maniteſted 
in Chriſt Jeſus; we ſhall be in a much fairer Way to 
arrive at the Aſſurance of Hope, than by 3 
Pains to pore into our own Hearts, under the fal 
Suppoſition, that our State may be certified by a Re- 

flection upon certain Acts, Exerciſes, Feelings and 


Impreſſions. For thus the Scripture does often ſtate 
this Matter. See 1 Cor. xv. 2. We are ſaved by the 


Goſpel, if we hold fqft what is preached to us there- 
in; unleſs we have believed in vain. We are in the 


Stabe of Reconciliation, if we continue in the Faith 


grounded and ſettled, and are not moved away from 
the Hope of the Goſpel. Col. i. 23. 
Chriſt's Houſe, if we bold faſt the Confidence and the 
' - rejoicing of the Hope firmunto the End. Heb. ii. 6. 
We are made Partakers of Chriſt, if we hold the Be- 
- ginning of our Confidence ſtedfaſt unto the End. He 
that evercometh and keepeth 
him will I give Power, &c. — ii, 26, Theſe ate plain 


3 indubitable Declarations of the Word; which clearly 
- ſhew, that the * ipture-Evidences is ſuch, 
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40 <A no Room for any Antinomian Concluſions 
3 any faleghnſhopriſnus Hopes to be 
encouraged. The Lord indeed perfectiy knows them 
that are his, and he will ſecute every one of them 
N "4 from falling totally or finally; but wwe are to judge 
by what appears in. our Profeſſion; Diſpoſition, and 
Dieportment, compared with the Truths and 11 

; W p ine ene 


* in the Bible, which we are to follow under the Per- 
1 ſwaſion and Influence of that Grace, which lies open 
"HS and free for Sinners; preſſing towards the Mark for 
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. Ry, 419 


1 am e 2 2 of lating 


"LY - Mind, which thoſe are ſecking: 
ive upon their paſt Experiences, Frames, or Duties. 
'*_ - Nevertheleſs, as it is evidently the moſt ſcriptur 


-feRory to thoſe who can reſt and live upon the mere 
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e Thus the" Courſe of Duty is ale i * 
the · Prize. of 2 2 err of God in ui _ 


1 Al not afford that Satisfaction to the 
after, who want to 


And ſtands:in the ſtrongeſt Contraſt to all Selt- De- 
bpendance and Self- 3 it will be molt ſatiſ- 


3 Word of God: who finding all their Relief and 
_:.- in the true 9 thereby induced to 
ou — Þ their Election ſure, according to the divine Di- 
rection; and who, as they proceed in their Courſe, 
3 bave the growin Dieaſure, that continually attends 
8 by the Wieck of the Spirit) * aer any . 
1 e Lore and Obedience: n : 
1 8 ien ae een. 
19 ſhall conclude the Whole with an | Head of 
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tures, it is very 
Hanger of being deluded and deceived as to our Sen- 
ti ments concerning our Selues; and that there may 
"Mill remain great 
State, after all that has been or can be ſaid about Evi. 

dences of Faith and peculiar Intereſt. Is there ns 
Relief amidſt all theſe bts, Difficulties and Un- 


leafy to diſcern, That there is great 


VUncertainties about our 


certainties? ' Yes, indeed there is; and ſufficient Re- 


lief too: For we have ſtill laid before us the abſo- 
lutely free Grace of God in Chriſt for our Hope: 
And we have preſented to us the infinite unparalelled 


Love of Chriſt, to attract our Hearts towards him; 
with the plaineſt Rules preſcribed to direct us how 
to walk with him, It is an unſpeakable Mercy, that 


the Freedom of divine Grace is ſuch as to ſuperſede 
any Neceſſity of being at preſent aſcer tained about 
: m Intereſt, in Order for the Relief of our Con- 


ences from the terrifying Senſe of Guilt, or in Or- 
der to have ſufficient Encouragement in the Preſence . 
of God; for this is held forth plainly and freely in 
the Goſpel. So ſuitable is the revealed Grace ap- 


= pearing in the Atonement of Chrift, and the Accep- _ 
tance of his Work, and the free Forgiveneſs with 
- God through him; that we need not be diſtreſſed, 
'- diſcouraged or dilpirited while it remains to be a 
faithful Saying and worthy of all. Acceptation, that 


Jeſus Chriſt came into the World to ſave Sinners. 


So excellent is this loving Kindneſs, and fo free this 
Salvation for poor periſhing Sinners, that here we 
may find Reſt to our Souls; even though we can 
find it no where elſe. If we can believe bi, and ac- 
cordingly ſee Jeſus Chriſt to be freely all in all for 
"> helpleſs, condemned Sinners; we ſhall receive ſuch 
an Hope as is ſure and ſtedfaſt, and ſhall be taught, 
*. conſtrained, obliged, and as it were, neceſſitated to 
love him, cleave to him, and ſerve him according oy 92 
f | 1 hte 
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